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TEL: 01844 342737

Email: post@youden.co.uk

Old Stocks, 
Crowbrook Road
Monks Risborough
HP27 9LW

Personal service to individuals, 
sole traders, partnerships and 
small limited companies, in all 
aspects of tax & accountancy.

Chartered Accountants & Tax Consultants

James Youden & Co
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Established 1994

MRHS (Monks Risborough Horticultural Society) 
VILLAGE SHOW

Saturday 1st August from 12 noon to 4.30pm.

Risborough Rangers Football Ground – Peters Lane
A great family afternoon with extra children's entertainment this year.

Please support your local event.

BARN DANCE from 7.30pm with our usual live band with tickets £10 each. 
80 tickets now available to buy from Mick White asap (07377 363348)
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The Parochial Church Council 
Chairman:  The Rev’d. Peter Godden 

Churchwardens: Christopher Trower 07827 772948
   Mick Quigley 07354 105400
Secretary:  Lucy Nott 01844 345268
Treasurer:  David Curry 07854 198498
Deanery Synod Reps  Associate Priest
Mr C Fairall, Mr E Kent, Mrs A Vere The Rev’d Sally Prendergast

Members
Mrs C Byrom, Mr S Gray, Mrs D Kerwood, Mrs A-M Longshaw, 
Mrs D Norie, Mrs J Rogers, Mrs C Turnbull, Mr P Woodward-Court 

Directory
Churches Together in Risborough Rep. Margaret Pitman 01844 346008
Gift Aid Secretary  Nick Tyler 01844 344589
Electoral Roll Officer  Caroline Godden
   email: electoralroll@stdunstanschurch.com
Weekly Notice Sheet Organiser John McKay 01844 274650  
   email: comms@stdunstanschurch.com
Newsletter Editor   Morna Hinch  01844 345169
St Dunstan’s Choir Practice Thursdays from 6.30 pm 
Tower Captain  Chris Reynolds 01844 273683
Bell Ringing Practice at St Dunstan’s Thursdays 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm

Regular Services
St Dunstan's Sundays  8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) 1st Sunday in month

10.00 am PARISH COMMUNION 
   10.00 am FAMILY SERVICE 1st Sunday in month
   6.00 pm Evensong Except 4th Sunday in month
  Thursdays 9.30 am Holy Communion 
Owlswick Chapel  9.00 am Holy Communion 2nd Sunday in month
   6.00 pm Evensong 4th Sunday in month

Clergy
Team Vicar The Rev’d. Peter Godden, The Rectory, Mill Lane, Monks Risborough HP27 9JE

Tel: 01844 274771 
Associate Priest: The Rev’d Sally Prendergast

Tel: 07876 515098 

Arrangements for Baptisms, Confirmation Preparation, Confessions, Banns of marriage,
Weddings and Funerals can be made with Peter at the address above.

Website: www.stdunstanschurch.com Registered Charity No. 115386
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The Rev’d Peter Godden writes:
Dear friends,

My wife quite rightly observes that I have three singing voices: one for singing jazz, 
one for when I’m in church, and one for going to the football. Those last two are about 
as polar opposite as can be for one person to produce: one aims to be melodious and 
peaceful, while the other is, well, less so.

I once read an article that suggested that churches could only dream of having the 
passion that is displayed on the football terraces. But having spent an extraordinary 
amount of time in my life in both of those environments, I can say that that 
perspective completely misunderstands what is happening in those two 
environments.

I love going to the football – specifically to Vicarage Road, where my beloved home 
team Watford play. When I go, I take a place in the Rookery End, the ‘home’ end behind 
the goal, where you don’t just get to observe the pattern of play from that really 
interesting vantage point, but are also in the midst of the most devoted of fans who 
sing the loudest. The atmosphere is fantastic. The reason behind the volume that is 
generated isn’t just because people love their club – although they do – but because 
they know that they are playing a key role in giving their side the best possible chance 
of winning the match. Home advantage is a real thing in sport, and the energy from a 
home crowd is a huge element in that. And so it is that the crowd in the Rookery End 
will generate as much noise and energy as they can, to help their players to overcome 
the adversary in their midst and emerge with all three points.

Christian worship on the other hand doesn’t work like that. When we go to church, we 
don’t go there trying to cheer Jesus on. We’re not making our way there on Sunday 
morning (or whenever else we go) wondering whether Jesus is going to manage to 
defeat the powers of sin and death this week. He has already won that victory – as He 
Himself said on the cross on Good Friday: ‘It is finished.’ Death has been defeated, and 
in bursting free from the tomb he has won for us a glorious victory. So when we go to 
church, instead of cajoling someone on, we are there to be lost in wonder, love, and 
praise.

This doesn’t mean that Christian worship will never have energy in it. Sometimes it 
looks very exuberant indeed – such as when we celebrate the resurrection at Easter, 
and express what a uniquely extraordinary thing it is that Jesus has risen from the 
dead. At other times, it looks quiet and meditative, such as at a quiet service of 
Evensong. And much of the time there is a whole mixture of elements.

What all of this does mean for Christian worship is that the passion – the meaning and 
the substance of Christian worship – is not revealed by its volume or its visual vivacity. 
Instead, it is characterised by a sure and certain hope in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and our belief that the maker of heaven and earth loves us beyond anything we 
can comprehend – and that is more meaningful than anything I have ever 
encountered at a football match.
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I’ll leave the last words to St Paul who, reflecting on Jesus’ resurrection, wrote the 
following in a letter to the early Christians in Corinth.

‘Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?’

I’ve always liked those lines. It sounds like a football chant.

With my prayers and very best wishes,

Peter

From the Parish Registers

Funerals: - Rest in Peace:

1st June: Sue Knightley, aged 77, of Askett

1st June: Brian Ball, aged 82, of St Dunstan’s Close

22nd June: Gwendoline Moore, aged 95, of Westmead

9th July : Elizabeth Farquhar, aged 84, of Stone

St Dunstan’s Pastoral Care
Caring for our community is part of our vision and service. The Pastoral Care Group is 
there to visit and support all those in need - the bereaved, sick, lonely and 
housebound, and those who may feel anxious about themselves or a loved one. 

Similarly, if you know of someone who might benefit from contact, please get in 
touch. 

We are here for you.

For more information, please contact Angeline Vere on 01844 343006 or at 
angeline.vere@btinternet.com

There may also be those who could benefit from some spiritual encouragement. No 
matter where you might be on a journey of faith, there are members of the Pastoral 
Care group who would be only too happy to visit or have a telephone call with those 
who would appreciate a chat and perhaps someone to pray with. If you would like 
such a phone call, you can contact Jill Iredale on 01844 346488 or at 
jillstovold@icloud.com or Angeline Vere on 01844 343006 or at 
angeline.vere@btinternet.com.

The Pastoral Care group works alongside and with Peter, the Vicar, who can be 
contacted on 01844 274771.
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Church Calendar
All services at St Dunstan’s Monks Risborough unless otherwise stated.
2nd August Sunday Ninth Sunday after Trinity
  8.00 am BCP Holy Communion 
  10.00 am All-Age Parish Eucharist 
  6.00pm Evensong  
6th August Thursday 9.30am Holy Communion 
9th August Sunday Tenth Sunday after Trinity

9.00 am BCP Holy Communion (St Peter’s Owlswick) 
  10.00 am Parish Eucharist  
  6.00 pm Evensong 
13th August Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion 
16th August Sunday Eleventh Sunday after Easter 
  10.00 am Parish Eucharist 
  6.00 pm Evensong 
20th August Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion 
23rd August Sunday Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
  10.00 am Parish Eucharist 
  6.00 pm Evensong (St Peter’s Owlswick)
27th August Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion 
30th August Sunday Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
  10.00 am Parish Eucharist 
  6.00 pm Evensong 
3rd September Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion 
6th September Sunday Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
  8.00 am BCP Holy Communion 
  10.00 am Parish Eucharist 
  6.00 pm Evensong 
10th September Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion 
13th September Sunday Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

9.00 am BCP Holy Communion (St Peter’s Owlswick) 
  10.00 am Parish Eucharist 
  6.00 pm Evensong 
17th September Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion 
20th September Sunday Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
  10.00 am Parish Eucharist 
  6.00 pm Evensong 
24th September Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion 
27th September Sunday Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
  10.00 am Parish Eucharist 
  6.00 pm Evensong (St Peter’s Owlswick)
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Parish Prayer Group
The Pastoral Care Group meets to pray for both the needs of the Church and the parish 
in general, but also for individual people who may wish to benefit from the power of 
prayer. It also addresses urgent wider issues of concern.

Meetings are held in the Church Hall on the 3rd Friday of each month (except August) 
at 9.00 am for about half an hour. The next meeting is on 18th September. A reminder 
will be in the eNews and Pewsheet on the Sunday prior to each of those dates and we 
will also email those who regularly attend. 

If you would like prayers said for you or for a loved one or for any aspect of Parish life, 
in confidence, then please do get in touch - or fill in a Prayer Request Card and put it 
in the new Prayer Request Box in the centre of the church. Also, if you are interested in 
being part of this Group, on a regular or occasional basis, we would be so pleased to 
hear from you - or indeed just arrive at the stated time.

Jill Iredale jillstovold@icloud.com 01844 346488

Angeline Vere angeline.vere@btinternet.com 01844 343006

SPONSORED “RIDE & STRIDE”

Bicycle Ride, Horse Ride and Walk

will take place on

SATURDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 2026

10.00 am - 6.00 pm
This is the annual fund raiser for Buckinghamshire Historic Churches Trust. 
Participants ride, run or walk from church to church to raise money which is then 
divided equally between the Church of your choice and the BHCT.

This charity gives grants to Buckinghamshire’s Christian churches, chapels and 
meeting houses for the preservation, repair, restoration and upkeep of the 
fabric of their church.

We need more participants from our churches, and people to 
oversee refreshments in the porch.

Sponsor forms and list of participating churches
can be obtained from 

Rosemary Woodward-Court 01844 344417
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Ordinary - but challenging
In the church year, we are now well into that long season - it seems to go on forever - 
variously called ‘Trinity’ or ‘Ordinary time’. Each of those labels tells us something 
about the approximately six months between Pentecost and Advent Sunday. 

‘Trinity’ reminds us that with Pentecost, God has made Himself known to us in all His 
fullness (or at least as much as we can bear) as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. ‘Ordinary 
time’ tells us that this is the season where, now armed with the insights and power of 
the Holy Spirit, we can revisit the life of Jesus with new eyes, new heart, see new things 
in the faith, see new opportunities to serve God. 

This is the time when those words of Jesus (John 15:15) ‘I have made known to you 
everything I have learned from the Father’ come into play. It may seem a long season, 
it may feel like the drudgery of ‘Keep on keeping on’ without the excitement of 
Christmas, Easter and Pentecost to lift our spirits, but it is ordinary time charged with 
the knowledge that we have everything we need in the resources of God. The love of 
the Father, the words and works of the Son, the power of the Spirit will energise us as 
we ‘keep on keeping on’ through this long season. 

This long season up to the end of November is a reminder that working out our love 
for God in our community is probably more about perspiration than inspiration. Few 
are called to be heroes of the faith, but all are called to faithfulness, and somehow or 
other, with the transforming power of the Spirit, we are all able to keep on keeping on, 
doing little things with great love.

Here’s a lovely prayer which captures some of the mindset of the Trinity season/
Ordinary time; it may help you ‘keep on keeping on’ through the months ahead;

Let not our soul be busy inns that have not room for Thee and Thine, 

but quiet homes of prayer and praise where Thou mayest find fit company; 

where the needful cares of life are wisely ordered and put away, 

and wide sweet space is kept for thee.

Amen to that. Ordinary - but challenging!

Would you like a lift to and from church on a 
Sunday morning?

If you would like a lift either on a regular basis or as a one-off, please contact Cathy on 
07906 180550 or at cathy.farquhar@btinternet.com. 

A call by Friday evening would be appreciated.
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PCC report of the meeting held on 19th May 2026
The newly elected members of the PCC, Caroline Byrom, Diane Kerwood and Charlie 
Turnbull, and incoming Churchwarden Mick Quigley were all welcomed to the PCC by 
Rev’d Peter Godden, who thanked them for committing their time and service to this 
important work. The agenda was long, but the meeting proved to be efficient and 
focused.

Peter paid tribute to Philip Crockett who, after seventy years as altar server at our 8am 
service and many additional years as verger, has stepped down from these roles. He 
invited everyone to attend the 8am on 7th June when Philip’s contribution to the life of 
the parish would be recognised. 

The Safeguarding Officer Angeline Vere invited members of the PCC to consider 
completing a domestic abuse awareness course offered by the Diocese of Oxford.

Financial matters were discussed at some length, and included the upcoming 
Stewardship Campaign, looking at options for improving contactless giving, and the 
financial elements of the organ project. 

Peter passed on to the PCC a letter from a recently bereaved family complimenting the 
condition of the churchyard, and he thanked all those who work so hard to maintain 
and upkeep this precious area. 

There were various other discussions, including regarding health and safety at our 
Lunch Club, the disposal of the church’s old photocopier, and upcoming events – at 
which point Peter recorded the PCC’s thanks for all those who work hard making our 
events such a success.

Lucy Nott, Secretary to the PCC

Church Organ
The Organ Working Group has some good news to share!

A faculty application has been submitted for permission to refurbish and enhance the 
church organ, as previously reported, and the Diocesan Advisory Committee has 
recently recommended approval of this application as "the most practicable and cost 
effective option for the Parish".

This is a significant milestone. Some additional paperwork must now be prepared, 
after which a 28-day period of public consultation will follow.

I'm fairly certain that we will request a fuller article in a future edition to explain the 
proposed changes, but I can't be sure at this stage when that will be - so it's probably 
not appropriate to 'trail' it yet.

Simon Gray
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Walking Group
We will continue our local walking on Wednesday 26th August with a 9.30 am bus start 
from Aylesbury Road/Burton Lane to Loosley Row.

The following walk is on Wednesday 30th September. It will also be a 9.30 am bus start 
from Aylesbury Road/Burton Lane but in the Aylesbury direction.

Please contact Mick & Anne White (07811 659583) if more info needed.

The Crafty Sew & Sews
Organisers: Pam Scott  01844 346857
 Janet East 01844 345028

We meet every Tuesday in the Church Hall, between 1.30 pm and 4.00 pm. Come 
along and learn new skills, share knowledge, expand your interests. Bring along your 
own work (Cross Stitch, Tapestry, Knitting etc.).

Join us for just £1.00 per session (for Church Funds).

Knitting Group 
This group meets on the 4th Thursday of the month at 2.00 pm in the Church Hall. For 
further information please contact Janet East 01844 345028 or Pam Scott 01844 
346857. 

Church Choir
Choir practice is held in church every Thursday evening except in August from 6.30 pm 
to 7.30 pm. For more information please contact Margaret Pitman 01844 346008.

Fellowship Group
Co-ordinator: Rosemary Woodward-Court  01844 344417

The Fellowship Group normally meets in the Hall on the second Thursday of the 
month at 10.15 am.

Future Meetings:

8th August: Fellowship Garden Party from 2.30-4.30 pm In/beside the church 
hall. Come and indulge in scones, strawberries, tea, Prosecco/ 
Pimms. £4 to cover costs.

10th September: A quiz and games morning. A variety of games will be provided, 
but it would be good if participants could bring some. 

Details from Rosemary 01844 344417.
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St Dunstan's Friendship Group
Co-ordinator: Avril Clark 01844 342165 

Meeting at 2.30 pm in the Church Hall on the 3rd Wednesday of each month (except 
in August).

All who wish to attend our meetings are very welcome.

Bell Ringers
This friendly group practises from 7.30/7.45 pm to 9.00 pm on a Thursday evening. We 
welcome beginners and experienced ringers. 

If you would like to come along to see what’s involved please contact Tower Captain 
Chris Reynolds 01844 273683.

Open House
Our next meetings are on Wednesdays 19th August and 16th September at 7.30 pm. 
The venues will be announced. 

In August we continue our look at Paul's first letter to Timothy where Paul is giving 
advice to Timothy as he leads a new church in the pagan town of Ephesus. In Chapter 
4 Paul deals with difficult issues concerned with false teaching as the new Christians 
from many different communities try to push their own ideas.

In September, we look at chapter 5. Paul is giving practical advice on how the church 
should care for each other when there are practical needs. Paul also talks about the 
practical needs of those who lead and teach the community.

For more information please contact Ted or Mary Kent.

Bereavement Drop In
This group meets on the second Monday of every month throughout the year offering 
a warm welcome to anyone struggling with the grief of bereavement. We share 
together over a cup of tea or coffee, talk about our experiences or just listen. Many find 
comfort in talking about their loved ones with others who know what they are going 
through. 

We meet in the Chapter House at St. Mary's Church, Princes Risborough, at 3.00 pm, 
and everyone is welcome, of any faith or of no faith at all. 

Please contact me if you need further details. 

Revd Rose Williams 01844 274225 
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Whitechapel Mission
Supporting homeless men and women in London

150 years ago the Whitechapel Mission was formed to serve the homeless and 
marginalised in society. Demand for its services sadly continues to rise – the number 
of people helped has increased by 20% this year alone. 

Each year clothing, tinned and dry food, and toiletries are donated to the Mission from 
St Dunstan’s following our Harvest Festival, which will be on Sunday 4th October this 
year.

Donations may be left in church from Sunday 6th September - the most urgent 
requirements will be publicised from the end of August. Further details about work 
done by the Mission, and its current needs, can be found at https://whitechapel.org.
uk/support/giftlist.

If you have donations that need a home before 6th September please contact me. 

Current Needs

On behalf of the Mission, thank you for your support.

Simon Gray (simongray0@gmail.com)

Ladies’ Breakfast
Ladies’ Breakfast is on Saturday 29th August at 9am in St Mary’s Hall. Our speaker is 
Rev Sally Prendergast who came before to tell us about her stole making business and 
now returns to share with us her exciting new project! All ladies and friends welcome  
Please let Rose know if you are coming this time by Thursday 27th August on 01844 
274225 or rosewilliamsgp@yahoo.co.uk.

Men’s Breakfast
The next men's breakfast will be on 12th September at 8.45am in the St Mary’s Church 
Hall. There will be the usual full English breakfast. The cost is £5, payable on the day. 
Contact Steve Williams on mensbreakfast@stmarysrisborough.org.uk or phone 
01844 274225 if you would like to come so that we can control the catering and avoid 
waste. Male guests are very welcome.
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Let’s not take our Cathedrals for Granted
US Vice-President JD Vance may have criticised an art installation at Canterbury 
Cathedral – but a new report shows that the Church of England’s cathedrals are its 
most popular places of worship.

They are also vital centres of community, arts and music and are major tourist 
attractions.

But the latest research shows that many of the historic buildings are facing major 
financial challenges.

Religion think-tank Theos has published a detailed report looking at the role of 
cathedrals in modern England. The report, ‘Living Stones: English Cathedrals as Sacred 
Spaces in Changing Times,’ revealed that more than three-quarters (77 per cent) of 
adults in England had visited a cathedral at least once in the past three years.

The research showed that “Cathedrals reach beyond regular churchgoers. A majority 
of those with no religious affiliation have visited a cathedral in the last three years, and 
many enjoy worship, music, prayer or stillness while doing so.”

Other research confirms that cathedrals have significant economic benefits, 
generating around £235 million of additional expenditure in their local communities 
a year, creating more than 6,000 jobs and mobilising 13,000 volunteers.

Yet the Theos research also points out that four out of five of the cathedrals operate ‘in 
structural deficit’ with no guaranteed national funding for their core functions.

In recent years, cathedrals have attracted criticism for activities aimed at drawing new 
visitors into their buildings. Last autumn, JD Vance criticised an art installation at 
Canterbury Cathedral, saying that the graffiti-style artworks had made “a beautiful 
historical building really ugly.” 

Other cathedrals have prompted complaints after installing a temporary fairground 
‘helter-skelter’ inside the building or hosting silent discos.

Research from the Bible Society has shown that one of the top three places for people 
with no religion or non-practising Christians to encounter the Bible was while 
sightseeing in a cathedral or church.

But one of the Theos report’s main findings highlights the growing gap “between the 
scale of public benefit cathedrals provide and the level of recognition, understanding 
and support they receive.”

The report concludes that, to survive and thrive, cathedrals need sustainable 
investment from funders that recognise the cathedrals’ public benefits. 

It also encourages visitors and local community members to consider joining a 
‘friends’ scheme or making a regular donation.
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August
1st MR Hort Soc - Annual Show Peter’s Lane 12noon (Pages 2,27)
8th Fellowship Group - Church Hall 2.30 pm (Page 10)
10th August - Cathedral Trip Mill Lane 9.30 am (Page 17)
19th Open House - TBA 7.30 pm (Page 11)
26th Walking Group - Burton Lane 9.30 am (Page 10)
27th Knitting Group - Church Hall 2.00 pm (Page 10)

September
2nd PR Heritage Society- Community Centre 7.30 pm (Page 27)
10th Fellowship Group - Church Hall 10.15 am (Page 10)
12th Ride and Stride - St Dunstan’s 10.00 am (Page 7)
16th Friendship Group - Church Hall 2.30 pm (Page 11)
16th MR Horticultural Society - Church Hall 7.30 pm (Page 27)
16th Open House - TBA 7.30 pm (Page 11)
18th Parish Prayer Group - Church Hall 9.00 am (Page 7)
24th Knitting Group - Church Hall 2.00 pm (Page 10)
30th Walking Group - Burton Lane 9.30 am (Page 10)

DIARY DATES FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER

For further information about the Church,
services, and current notices see our website 

www.stdunstanschurch.com

Or sign up for our weekly e-Newsletter at 
comms@stdunstanschurch.com

You can also keep up-to-date by following us on 

 Facebook 

A Member of the Risborough Team Ministry

and

https://www.facebook.com/stdunstansmr
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Please give copy to one of the following:

Editor Morna Hinch morna.hinch@btinternet.com 01844 345169
Production John McKay penserve@gmail.com 01844 274650
Advertising Janette Bacon stdunstanads2@gmail.com 07812 325758
Distribution Penny Hollings hollings.penny@gmail.com 07762 880219
Proof reader Jane Curry jlecurry@gmail.com 07973 300758

The next Newsletter will be issued from 27th September 2026

Final copy date for next Newsletter
is 

10th September 2026

Newsletter Appeal
The time has come round again for us to ask for your most welcome donations. 
These help Church funds and cover the gap between the income from 
advertisements and the cost of producing enough copies of the Newsletter to 
fulfil the PCC's wish for each household in the parish to receive one.

In an endeavour to increase the value of the donations, we encourage tax payers 
to ‘Gift-Aid’ their donations. Please note that there is a blue ‘Gift-Aid’ envelope 
included in a white envelope. 

The envelopes - duly completed with the donor's address if you wish to ‘Gift Aid’ - 
can either be put in the collection in Church, or sent direct to the Rectory. If you 
post the envelope to the Rectory, PLEASE put on a stamp as the PO admin charge 
of £1 plus the postage for unstamped letters is very expensive! Alternatively, Anne 
White would be happy to receive donation envelopes through her letter box at 31 
Place Farm Way. Please make cheques payable to ‘Monks Risborough PCC’.

By ‘Gift Aiding’ donations this should increase the total value of donations 
significantly as our treasurer can currently claim a further 25% of the amount of 
any donation ‘Gift Aided’ back from the tax authorities.

Thank you for your support.











Ted Kent, the BBC, and booms
Ted Kent is a licensed lay minister, and he and his wife Mary, a priest, each play their 
part in the ministry and congregation of our church. But there is a less well-known 
aspect – something about which you can say ‘not many people know that’. In Ted’s 
case, it’s the mighty Beeb.

He left school at 18 in1965, when for many 
young people university was not an 
option. The BBC had just started BBC2 and 
the Open University, and was short of staff, 
so he joined the BBC technical operations 
training scheme.

‘Our three-day induction course was 
mostly about Civil Defence. I still have my 
notes on what to take into our shelter for a 
two-week stay to avoid radiation! 
Remember, it was only a year after the 
Cuban crisis and our sixth form chats had 
mostly been about whether we would be 
bombed tomorrow’. 

‘This was the exciting early years of 
technological development, and one 
highlight was to see the BBC’s first video 
tape recorder, which had been developed 
from 1952-58 and demonstrated on live TV 
by Richard Dimbleby on Panorama’. Then 
he joined his crew for his three-month 
training in the practical side of working on 
TV.

‘My first day was on a six-part sit-com called Bed-Sit Girl starring Sheila Hancock. It had 
a live audience which took up half the studio, leaving a very tight space for four 
cameras and a boom mike, which all had to move from set to set into exact positions 
for shots. I had to keep the camera cables clear as they moved. They were thick and 
needed to be stacked in a figure of eight – hard work and dusty! The fist rehearsal, 
called a ‘stagger-through’, was mostly spent waiting about for the floor manager to 
sort out problems. What worked for the actors in a church hall didn’t work in the studio 
- odd bits of furniture clogged up the cameras and so on. But after six weeks I had 
actually been a cameraman once, on a still shot of credits.

Then I moved to sound and made my First Big Mistake – I got the microphone in shot! 
It was a Fanny Cradock show and what I remember most was that the potatoes were 
dyed green and the hard-boiled eggs blue – it was black and white TV and this 
improved the contrast…’ 



After his three months training in the theory of vision and sound equipment he went 
back to London for practical work in the studios.

He had the option of working on the sound crew or being a more glamorous 
cameraman. The promotion pathway for cameras was much longer, so he chose 
sound. A few months later he was instructed to report for a training session (in those 
days you were sent, not asked). He was to be on a radio team on the forthcoming 1966 
World Cup!!

He was assigned to Liverpool with twenty others to 
Everton Football Ground. Their equipment was just 
a small mixing desk, a tape recorder and 
microphones. They were working for several 
radio networks, and radio commentators from 
visiting countries, including Brazil. ‘There wasn’t 
room on the bench for us all so I had to squeeze 
on sideways, and couldn’t see much pitch. But 
the noise told me when things were getting 
exciting… ‘

Teams were assigned to programmes, some regularly, others 
as one-offs, so there was plenty of variety and scope. 

‘In one week you might be on a schools programme, Grandstand, a sit-com and a play. 
I worked a couple of Top of the Pops a year. That was easy for a sound engineer 
because a lot of acts mimed their records. In 1967 I was working the show and I only 
had one main job – to collect the microphone from the singer of the number one hit 
before the camera took a wide shot of the studio. Rehearsals were fine, but on the live 
show the studio audience was dancing, crowded round the groups – they were 
everywhere. As I rushed to get the microphone, my jumper got caught on the hook 
and eye of a dancer’s dress. I managed to get clear in time, but didn’t get the mic. It 
was ‘Englebert Humperdinck’s ‘Please Release Me’.

‘I enjoyed my five years at the BBC, during a fascinating period - including the start of 
colour TV. I worked the first Hancock’s Half Hour, which was recorded; the first live 24 
Hours with Cliff Michelmore from Lime Grove; Song for Europe; The Two Ronnies, The 
Golden Rose at Montreux; plus Z Cars. This was live with back projection when they 
were driving, and once they forgot to turn it off and the actors got out with the road 
still spooling away behind them!’ About 50% of programming was live – all the big 
sports shows and Saturday Night Spectaculars.

‘It was fantastic working in a team, and opened up the Arts to me, but life moves on 
and I married Mary, took a one-year Bachelor of Education and trained as a primary 
school teacher. It was right at the start of computer education.

I didn’t come into the Church of England until quite late, because I’d been a Baptist all 
my life. But that’s another story…’

As told to Jackie Highe
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Summer Action at Whiteleaf 
A large group of volunteers turned out in both June and July, which meant we were 
able to get lots done in what is normally our ‘quiet’ season. 

In June, we returned to the job of rejuvenating the ponds in Brush Hill woods. Small 
bodies of water make a big difference to biodiversity. Volunteers removed the old 
liners, dug the ponds deeper to accommodate hibernating invertebrates and relined 
them. 

The ponds will be seasonal as they will rely on rainfall to top them up. A pond doesn’t 
have to have water in the whole year round; some ponds dry out some of the time and 
this is usually good for freshwater wildlife. Temporary or seasonal ponds are an 
important and highly threatened habitat type, many of which persist for millions of 
years.

It is important that these ponds be kept as they are and not made into more 
permanent ponds. That’s because they have a range of specialised and rare plants and 
animals, particularly amphibians and invertebrates such as water beetles. One in four 
seasonal ponds in places such as woodland, old meadows and heathland, has a rare 
Red Data Book species. Temporary ponds are also important for wildlife because the 
occasional drought gets rid of fish (which are major predators of insects and 
amphibians) allowing other species to thrive.

Despite non-seasonal June weather, we managed to start weeding Whiteleaf Cross. 
July weather was much kinder and we made a great job of clearing the ‘arms’. 
Hopefully you will notice the difference from a distance! Fingers crossed for a fine 
August and we can finish the job. As a bonus, we identified kidney vetch growing on 
the cross and were able to harvest the seeds before weeding. Once these are dried out 
we will replant them in scrapes on the hill to encourage more plants in the right place!

We are lucky to have several juniper bushes growing on the hill. Over the years these 
rare and slow growing shrubs have been enclosed with wire fences to discourage 
damage from grazing animals. These fences are now inhibiting their growth, so we 
have spent several hours carefully removing them with wire cutters, ensuring we don’t 
damage the junipers. Our next task will be to clear the encroaching scrub which has 
been growing unchecked around them. 

A satisfying July job for our ‘strong arm’ group was to install 3 new information boards 
across the Whiteleaf site. These are at the cross and the lesser known sites of the 
Neolithic barrow and the cross-ridge dyke. These are Scheduled Monuments - sites of 
national importance which are protected by UK law. The boards will hopefully give 
visitors a better insight into the history of Whiteleaf and why it needs to be protected.

As always, there is more to do! We have our work parties on the first Thursday morning 
of each month so if you see us do come along and say “hello”. We couldn’t continue the 
work we do across the Chilterns without the support of local people. 

Caroline Bridgman 
Chiltern Society Site Coordinator 
Whiteleaf and Brush Hill 
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Princes Risborough Area Heritage Society
Future Meetings:

2nd September: "The changing wildlife of the Chilterns” Speaker John Tyler.

Brushwood Suite, Wades Park. Doors open 7.15 pm talk 7.30 pm.

Admission - Membership £20 annual. Talk only £5.

Monks Risborough Horticultural Society
Future Meetings:

1st August: Annual Village Show. See Newsletter Page 2.

16th September: “The Evolution of the Perennial Border - Jekyll to Dunnett”. 
7.30 pm in St Dunstan’s Church Hall.

 Website: https://themrhs.wixsite.com/mrhs

Monks Risborough Church of England Primary School
In June the school was inspected by Ofsted, using the new system of assessment 
introduced this academic year, covering 8 areas of focus. The official final report has 
now been received. We are accordingly very pleased to confirm that the inspectors 
were satisfied that the school had met requirements and reached expected standards 
or above in all categories inspected.

All staff at the school have worked very hard to achieve this successful result. The 
requirements are wide-ranging and demand considerable effort. Everyone who 
contributed to this effort is to be congratulated.

Inspectors highlighted several areas where our school is performing particularly 
strongly. Overall results for each area were as follows:

Early Years and Personal Development & Wellbeing – Strong Standard (above 
expected standard)
Achievement, Attendance and Behaviour, Curriculum and Teaching, Inclusion, 
Leadership and Governance – Expected Standard
Safeguarding (either met or not met) – Met

Many very positive statements about the school, its methods of teaching and its 
nurturing of all pupils were included in the report. For example, Inspectors described 
behaviour as calm and respectful, teaching as generally effective, and staff morale as 
“extremely high.” They also recognised our inclusive practice and the strong 
relationships we build with families. You can read the full report on the Government 
website - https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Miss A. Robinson, Head Teacher Mrs. J. Curry, Chair of Governors

https://themrhs.wixsite.com/mrhs
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Graham’s Garage
Services

��Top quality vehicle 
servicing & repairs

��Quotations provided
� Welding undertaken
��MOT testing
��Highly competitive rates
� No hidden extras
� Honesty & thoroughness

at all times

Crocketts Yard,
Aylesbury Road, Askett, 

Buckinghamshire HP27 9LY

Telephone: 01844 344003

For all your hard landscaping needs:
Patios  Block Paving Driveways

 Fencing  Hedge cutting 
Garden Renovations Brickwork Repointing

07599 599634

newleafgardens93@gmail.com

New Leaf Gardens
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Carpet, Upholstery, Leather
Modern & Oriental Rugs

Curtains
Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring

Anti-Allergen Treatment
Specialist Stain Removal
Wood Floor Refinishing

Paul Brooker
35 Place Farm Way, Monks Risborough

Bucks HP27 9JJ
T: 01844 346379 / 344735

M: 07866 376934 E: jjjp@uwclub.net

www.extremecleancouk.com

07968342373 or 01844 342373

All general building works including

Alterations, Garage conversions,

Home improvements, Drainage etc.

Princes Risborough
Building and Groundworks

(Established 1986)

PETE SMITH

If you use any of the services advertised,
please mention that you saw it in the Newsletter.

Harry Pettingell M.Ost. BSc (Hons)
Registered Osteopath

* Sports Injuries
* Neck and Back Problems
* Muscular and Joint Problems
* Headaches

Risborough Therapy Clinic
13 Duke Street

Princes Risborough
01494 529769

Recognised by all major 
health insurance companies

OSTEOPATHY
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Workshop: 01844 885982
Mobile: 07761 216231 

(C&G 555 1&2)

A Hills Electrical
Domestic Electrician

Free Quotes
No call out charge
No Job too small

All domestic work undertaken
Part P registered

Call Andy 07864 128150
hillsandy010@gmail.com

M R COLLINS GARDEN CONSTRUCTION
Princes Risborough (established 1979)

For all paving and hard landscaping requirements
Specialists in

Block Paving Drives, Patios, Terraces 
Brickwork * Fencing * Turfing

Full range of Paving Slabs & Indian Stone supplied and laid
Mini-digger with operator for Excavations & Spoil removal

Licensed Waste Carrier for removal of concrete and hardcore
For Free Estimate call:

01844 346360 or 07774 256732

M SIMMONDS 
Decorating 
Contractors

01296 655774

www.msimmonds.co.uk

Craftsmen Decorators s 
Carpentry & Repairs 
Total Refurbishment

Established 1979

Paul Trunkfield
Painter & Decorator

15 years experience
Friendly, reliable & trustworthy
For a free estimate please ring

01296 421785
077652 48588

E-mail paul.trunkfield@sky.com
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Local Hairdresser with 30yrs 
experience offering:

Cuts
Blow dry

Shampoo & Set
Perming 
Tinting
Foils

Crystal & Reiki Healing
Mobile or at my Home Salon

in Princes Risborough
Please contact Samantha

07843 257689
www.crystalheartandsoul.co.uk www.valeburnerservices.co.uk

Back under original family management.
Providing the service WE would like to receive.

Tel:
01844 208444

SERVICE &
BREAKDOWN REPAIR

FOR 
OIL FIRED BOILERS 

Vale
Burner

Services Ltd

PRINCES PAVING
For all your garden landscaping needs from design to installation

Patios Decking Driveways
Fencing Turfing

For a free of charge, no obligation quotation
Call 01844 275287 Evenings/Weekends

07776 137693 Daytime
A Local Family Business

32 Summerleys Road, Princes Risborough, Bucks., HP27 9DT

PRIVATE TUTORING
DELIVERED REMOTELY

Looking for extra tuition for your child?
Let Fantastic Home Learning help!

Bespoke, individual tuition
Extra English and Maths support

Online lessons for children in Key Stages 1-4
Preparations for 11+ exams and GCSEs

Regular lessons, ad-hoc sessions or intensive courses

Visit fantastichomelearning.com to enquire about
private tuition, delivered remotely via Zoom by a

qualified, experienced primary teacher 
with a DBS certificate.
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The Handyman you can trust!

MARTIN FELIX

All interior & exterior projects considered

large or small.

If its reliability, quality and honesty

you are after look no further….

References available on request.

Call 07976 278475



33

IF IT’S

FOOTWEAR
THEN IT’S

WAINWRIGHTS
HIGH STREET, PRINCES RISBOROUGH

01844 343580

MAXWELL ROAD, BEACONSFIELD
01494 673871

www.wainwrightshoes.com

If you wish to advertise in the

Newsletter

contact Janette Bacon

Tel: 07812 325758

email: stdunstanads2@gmail.com
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DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of St Dunstan’s Church PCC 
under whose auspices the Newsletter is issued, nor can any responsibility be accepted for the 
accuracy or content of any article or advertisement published herein. By carrying an 
advertisement the PCC is not necessarily endorsing the product or service advertised. We 
reserve the right to decline to publish adverts which are not relevant or appropriate to our 
community of readers, or for reasons of space. We reserve the right to refuse content without 
reason, or at short notice. If we do not publish an advert, we will refund payment.

Crendon Beds And Furniture
Handmade luxury mattresses at CLEARANCE PRICES!

AMAZING VALUE Bedroom Furniture

Visit our Showrooms at  11-12 Meadow View, Long Crendon Industrial Park,
 Long Crendon, Bucks. HP18 9EQ

Opening times: Monday - Thursday 9am to 5pm Fridays 9am to 3pm Weekends by appointment only!

Crendon Furniture Outlet THE OFFICIAL OUTLET FOR
HYPNOS EX SHOWROOM & EXHIBITION MODELS

Follow us on and and purchase online at

Tel: 01844 358064 www.crendonbedsandfurniture.co.uk

BUCKS MAN AND VAN REMOVALS SERVICE
Small family business est. 2000

Unrivalled care and service
Small to medium house removals
Man and van services, Local or long distance
House Clearance and Bulky item disposal
Large clean Luton vans with tail-lifts
Fully insured (goods in transit - public liability)
Trade waste registered

Contact Sean or Layla
07799 170724 - 01844 342919

w w w. b u c k s m a n a n d v a n . c o . u k
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Supplying Heating Oil to 
the Monks Risborough 
Parish and surrounding 

villages for over 50 years
Mayur, Depot Manager

01923 233171
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