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Monks Monkeys is Back

Starting again in March
Praise and Play for babies, toddlers and

pre school children, their parents and carers
Each session will be an hour of songs, story,
play, friendship and refreshments, held in

the Church Hall everyWednesday
from 2.00 pm to 3.00 pm during term time

Dates forMarch are 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th
No need to book, just turn up on the day

If you would like more information please contact
AnnMyers 07871 867617 Jamadar
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The Parochial Church Council
Chairman: The Rev’d. Peter Godden

Churchwardens: Paul Woodward-Court 01844 344417
Mick White 01844 346536

Secretary: Sue Ingram 01844 275287
Treasurer: David Curry 07854 198498

Deanery Synod Reps
Mrs J Curry, Mrs M Pitman, Mrs J Rogers.

ElectedMembers
Mr C Fairall, Mrs S Ingram, Mrs A-M Longshaw, Mr S Merchant, Mrs D Norie,
Ms L Nott, Mrs A Vere, Mrs A White.

Directory
Churches Together in Risborough Rep. Margaret Pitman 01844 346008
Gift Aid Secretary Nick Tyler 01844 344589
Electoral Roll Officer Charlie Fairall 07790 678158
Weekly Notice Sheet Organiser Caroline Godden 01844 274771

email:comms@stdunstanschurch.com
Newsletter Editor Morna Hinch 01844 345169
St Dunstan’s Choir Practice Thursdays from 6.30 pm
Tower Captain Brian Highe 01844 343755
Bell ringing Practice at St Dunstan’s Thursdays 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm

Regular Services
St Dunstan's Sundays 8.00 amHoly Communion (BCP) 1st Sunday in month

10.00 am PARISH COMMUNION
10.00 am FAMILY SERVICE 1st Sunday in month
3.00 pm Evensong Except 4th Sunday in month

Thursdays 9.30 am Holy Communion
Owlswick Chapel 9.00 am Holy Communion 2ndSunday inmonth

3.00 pm Evensong 4th Sunday inmonth

Clergy
TeamVicar The Rev’d. Peter Godden,The Rectory,Mill Lane,Monks RisboroughHP27 9JE

Tel: 01844 274771 Email: revpetergodden@outlook.com

Arrangements for Baptisms, Confirmation Preparation, Confessions, Banns of
marriage,Weddings and Funerals can be made with Peter at the address above.

Web Site: www.stdunstanschurch.com Registered Charity No. 115386
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The Rev’d Peter Godden writes:
As ever, I am writing these words to you all a good few weeks ahead of when our
Newsletter comes through your letterbox – on this occasion, the days following on
from Christmas. It’s a period when many of our patterns and habits – eating, seeing
people, what time things are on television – shift quite a bit, meaning that we can feel
a little disorientated. I won’t have been the only one this weekwho had a conversation
which included someone saying ‘I’m not even sure what day it is!’

Our lives are enriched by all sorts of customs, habits and rituals; everything from our
morning cup of tea to an annual visit to somewhere special.Whether they are daily or
monthly occurrences, or even things that happen very occasionally, these practices
are important for providing regular markers that ground us as individuals, families,
and communities.

On the first of January, the church marks the feast of the Naming and Circumcision of
Jesus, remembering the occasion when Mary and Joseph observed this key moment
in their life as a family. What is particularly interesting is that they do this amidst the
huge upheaval and distraction going on in their lives. Despite their tough journey to
a place far from home, and the extraordinary visit of strangers to see their child, they
nonetheless make time for an important moment such as this one, which nourishes
them in their life of faith and as a family.

Taking the opportunities to root ourselves intentionally in moments like this is very
significant. These acts shape us as people, for they consciously help us acknowledge
that which is important to us.When we perform a ritual, we are saying: this matters.

Our world continues to be one of great uncertainty: whether we are looking at news
headlines from the conflict in Ukraine, or our latest energy bills, there is a great deal
that might make us feel unsure, anxious, or lost.

This is when the markers, rituals and habits that we have in our lives can be
particularly helpful, providing a sense of continuity and support. We might want to
consider, then, what are the things that nourish us? It might be making time to eat
with our family members around a table, rather than in front of the television. It could
be ensuring we go for a walk in the fresh air regularly. For those of us who have a life
of faith, setting aside a daily time for prayer is vital for providing a firm foundation
built on the presence of Christ in our lives.

It is in these moments that we can find times of grace and peace, of building up and
underpinning, so that – whatever this year might hold – we can be nourished and
strengthened along the way.

With my prayers and very best wishes,

Peter
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From the Parish Registers

Funeral : - Rest in Peace:
21st December: John Martin age 99, formerly ofWhiteleaf

Silent Prayer Meetings at St. Dunstan’s
St. Dunstan’s Church is affiliated to The Julian Meetings
which are held across the country, providing space and time
to meet together to pray and be in the presence of God. It is
a time for renewal of spirit and a chance to keep God
company, silently showing what is in our hearts and
listening to what we may hear in return. Following a short
chosen verse which is read slowly twice, there is a silent time
of quiet contemplation for about 30 minutes. Although this
is a time of individuality, it is also a time that provides a
sense of communal and spiritual refreshment. The verse is
then read again and following the Grace, which is said
together, people are free to leave quietly, taking with them

all the thoughts and prayers which linger in their souls

The Meetings are at 8.00 p.m. in the Church Hall on selected Mondays across the year.
The next one is February 27th and the one after that April 3rd - during HolyWeek.

If you would like to find out more, or wish to be a part of this, then please do contact
me, either by email or telephone.

Jill Iredale 01844 346488 or jillstovold@icloud.com

Bereavement Drop In
This groupmeets on the secondMonday of everymonth throughout the year offering
a warm welcome to anyone struggling with the grief of bereavement. We share
together over a cup of tea or coffee, talk about our experiences or just listen.Many find
comfort in talking about their loved ones with others who know what they are going
through.

We meet in the Chapter House at St. Mary's Church, Princes Risborough, at 3.00 pm,
and everyone is welcome, of any faith or of no faith at all.

Please contact me if you need further details.

Revd RoseWilliams 01844 274225
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2nd February Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion
5th February Sunday Third Sunday before Lent

8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
10 am All-Age Parish Eucharist
3.00 pm Evensong

9th February Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion
12th February Sunday Second Sunday before Lent

9.00 am BCP Holy Communion (St Peter’s Owlswick)
10.00 am Parish Eucharist
3.00 pm Evensong

16th February Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion
19th February Sunday Sunday next before Lent

10.00 am Parish Eucharist
3.00 pm Evensong

22nd February AshWednesday10.00 am Holy Communion for AshWednesday
7.30 pm Holy Communion for AshWednesday

23rd February Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion
26th February Sunday First Sunday of Lent

10.00 am Parish Eucharist
3.00 pm Evensong (St Peter’s Owlswick)

2nd March Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion
5th March Sunday Second Sunday of Lent

8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
10.00 am All-Age Parish Eucharist
3.00 pm Evensong

9th March Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion
12th March Sunday Third Sunday of Lent

9.00 am BCP Holy Communion (St Peter’s Owlswick)
10.00 am Parish Eucharist
3.00 pm Evensong

16th March Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion
19th March Sunday Mothering Sunday

10.00 am Parish Eucharist
3.00 pm Evensong

Church Calendar
St Dunstan’s Church is open daily from at least 10.00 am --3.00 pm. All are welcome.
A Service of Holy Communion will be held each Thursday morning at 9.30 am.
All services are at St Dunstan’s, Monks Risborough unless otherwise stated.
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Getting Married at St Dunstan’s & St Peter’s
When consideringwhere to getmarried, couples are facedwith a vast array of choices;
yet thousands of couples still marry every year in church.

Choosing to be married in a church is about so
much more than choosing a venue, because a
Christian wedding brings with it so many
important dimensions. The service frames the
wonderful act of committing oneself to another
within the incomparable love of God. In the
service, the couple are prayed for, and receive
encouragement and blessings. They commit

themselves to one another in the same spot, using the same words, as thousands of
others before them. They are given support and guidance by their parish priest in the
build-up to the big day, to help them prepare both practically and pastorally. And by
getting married in a church, that church becomes for that couple a special place to
which they can return again and again, with a community there whowill be delighted
to welcome and support them.

Choosing to marry in a church, then, is about so much more than your wedding: it’s
about your marriage.

To marry in any given Church of England church, a couple must have what is called a
‘qualifying connection’ to that church; there are many such connections, primarily
including living in the parish, having lived in the parish in the past, or being recently
descended from those who married here.

If you would like to know more, please do not hesitate to contact Peter our Vicar, on
01844 274771, or at revpetergodden@outlook.com.

23rd March Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion
26th March Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent

10.00 am Parish Eucharist
3.00 pm Evensong (St Peter’s Owlswick)

30th March Thursday 9.30 am Holy Communion
2nd April Sunday Palm Sunday

8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
10.00 am All-Age Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm Evensong

Church Flower Rota Sunday Coffee Rota
Organisers: Organisers:
GwenMiles 01844 345230 Caroline Clay 01844 344591
Jenny Masterton-Smith 01844 273538 Jo Wade 01844 346321

mailto:mailto:revpetergodden@outlook.com
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St Dunstan’s Pastoral Care
Caring for our community is part of our vision and service. The Pastoral Care group is
there to visit and support all those in need - the bereaved, sick, lonely and
housebound, and those who may feel anxious about themselves or a loved one.

Similarly, if you know of someone who might benefit from contact, please get in
touch.

We are here for you.

For more information, please contact Angeline Vere on 01844 343006 or at
angeline.vere@btinternet.com

There may also be those who could benefit from some spiritual encouragement. No
matter where you might be on a journey of faith, there are members of the Pastoral
Care group who would be only too happy to visit or have a telephone call with those
who would appreciate a chat and perhaps someone to pray with. If you would like
such a phone call, you can contact Jill Iredale on 01844 346488 or at jillstovold@icloud.com
or Angeline Vere on 01844 343006 or at angeline.vere@btinternet.com.

The Pastoral Care group works alongside and with Peter, the Vicar, who can be
contacted on 01844 274771, or at revpetergodden@outlook.com.

Would you like a lift to and from church on a
Sunday morning?

If you would like a lift either on a regular basis or as a one-off, please contact Cathy on
01844 343226 or at cathy.farquhar@btinternet.com.

A call by Friday evening would be appreciated.

The Dream of the Rood
An Anglo-Saxon vision of the Crucifixion

Join us during Holy Week at St Dunstan’s
for a candle-lit and atmospheric recital of
the beautiful Anglo-Saxon poem The
Dream of the Rood – a vision of the
Crucifixion from the perspective of the
Cross. Using a mixture of the original Old
English and modern language to make this poetry understandable while still
authentic, this evening will be a lovely and unusual opportunity for reflection, as well
as a taster of one of our most cherished Anglo-Saxon poems.

Tuesday 4 April, 7.30-c.8.15pm, St Dunstan’s Church, Monks Risborough.

Translation and recital by Caroline Godden.

mailto:mailto:angeline.vere@btinternet.com
mailto:mailto:jillstovold@icloud.com
mailto:mailto:angeline.vere@btinternet.com
mailto:mailto:revpetergodden@outlook.com
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PCC News
Our last meeting of 2022, held in November, began with a lively discussion regarding
the remaining covidmeasureswhich are still in place in the church, such as the socially
distanced seating and the measuring of air quality. Most members present were
content to drop all such measures, in line with other public places of worship and
government and C of E recommendations.

The treasurer reported that our finances are looking good. This is partly due to the
increase in giving via the Parish Giving Scheme, which enables us to benefit from Gift
Aid on amonthly basis, rather than receiving a lump sumpayment of all Gift Aid at the
end of the year.

As reported last time, the boiler is still causing problems, despite the efforts of a
plumbing engineer who seems to find a new problem at every visit.

The offertory plate will now be taken up to the altar for blessing during the service as
per pre-covid custom.

The work on the bell tower sound boards is still outstanding which is disappointing,
considering the contractors accepted the job in February 2022.

Our Data ProtectionOfficer updated themeeting on our responsibilities regarding the
use of emails and other electronic data and urged all present to ensure that any
unused data be deleted regularly to comply with the law.

Sue Ingram
Secretary to the PCC

Parish Prayer Group
The Pastoral Care Groupmeets to pray for both the needs of the Church and the parish
in general, but also for individual people who may wish to benefit from the power of
prayer. It also addresses urgent wider issues of concern.

Meetings are held in the Church Hall on the 3rd Friday of each month at 9.00 a.m. for
about half an hour. The next dates are February 17th and March 17th.

If you would like prayers said for you or for a loved one or for any aspect of Parish life,
in confidence, then please do get in touch - or fill in a Prayer Request Card and put in
the new Prayer Request Box in the centre of the church. Also, if you are interested in
being part of this Group, on a regular or occasional basis, we would be so pleased to
hear from you - or indeed just arrive at the stated time.

Jill Iredale jillstovold@icloud.com 01844 346488
Angeline Vere angeline.vere@btinternet.com 01844 343006

mailto:mailto:jillstovold@icloud.com
mailto:mailto:angeline.vere@btinternet.com
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Walking Group
We have now had a variety of monthly local walks.

Please note that we are now meeting on the LAST WEDNESDAY of each month,
starting from Burton Lane at 10.00 am. We walk for around an hour and a half to two
hours and sometimes finish with a coffee together.

For more details contact Mick and AnneWhite 01844 346536.

The Crafty Sew & Sews
Organisers: PamScott 01844 346857

Janet East 01844 345028

Wemeet every Tuesday in the Church Hall, between 1.30 and 4.00 pm. Come along
and learn new skills, share knowledge, expand your interests. Bring along your own
work (Cross Stitch, Tapestry, Knitting etc.).

Join us for just £1.00 per session (for Church Funds).

St Dunstan's Friendship Group
Co-ordinator: Avril Clark 01844 342165

Meeting at 2.30 pm in the Church Hall on the 3rdWednesday of each month (except
in August).

All who wish to attend our meetings are very welcome.

Fellowship Group
Co-ordinator: RosemaryWoodward-Court 01844 344417

Future Meetings

February 9th: We are mee�ng at 10 o clock in the church hall. We'll
spend 45 minutes or so sharing book recommenda�ons.
Please join us for tea/coffee with or without a book.
There will be plenty of �me for a chat a�erwards.

March 9th: AGM

More info from Rosemary 344417.
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Bell Ringers
This friendly group practises from 7.30/7.45 to 9.00 pm on a Thursday evening. We
welcome beginners and experienced ringers.

If you would like to come along to see what’s involved please contact Tower Captain
Brian Highe 01844 343755.

Knitting Group
This group meets on the 4th Thursday of the month at 2.00 pm in the Church Hall. For
further information please contact Pam Scott 01844 346857 or Janet East 01844
345028.

Church Choir
Choir practice is held in church every Thursday evening from 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm.

For more information please contact Margaret Pitman 01844 346008.

Open House
We will be meeting onWednesday the 15th of February (tbc) at 7.30pm. There will be
no meeting in March because of 'Churches Together' Advent groups.

We will be continuing to look at how the Bible in English developed into a variety of
versions, as well as finding gems in the parts of the Bible we rarely read.

You are welcome to join us at Open House. It is a friendly group where questions and
discussion are a vital part. More information from Ted or Mary Kent at
ted123kent@gmail.com

Monks Risborough Women’s Institute
Wemeet on the firstWednesday of each month at 1.45 pm in theWhitecross Hall.

After our Quiz in January to get 2023 off to a good start, the next meeting is on
February 1st. We welcome again Sheila Keatinge whose talk is “In Search of the
Northern Lights”which tells of another of her fascinating trips.

OnMarch 1st we have another very interesting talk, from Michael Phillips, about his
time as a Tour Guide of the D-Day Landing Beaches in Normandy.

We welcome visitors and look forward to seeing you. We ask that any visitors contact
a member beforehand to make sure we can welcome you. A contact number is 01844
346582.
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10 O'Clock Club

Our Sunday school is a fun get together for children, in St. Dunstan’s Church Hall,
which runs parallel to the Sunday morning 10.00 am service.

We run an hour of games, craft, Bible stories and Lighthouse songs, and then join the
congregation in church for the end of the service. There is no commitment or need to
book, just come along and join in the fun.

On the first Sunday of the month, we join the congregation for the family service at
10.00 am.

The next dates for the 10 O’clock club are: February 12th and 26th, March 12th and
26th.

If you would like any further information, please contact: Debbie Norie 07982 247715
or at debbienorie@googlemail.com.

WANTED
Small plants for the children's Easter garden.

These are to be planted at some point during Easter week.
If you have any, please get in touch with Debbie.

Young People at St Dunstan’s
Baptisms

The birth of a child is a wonderful occasion, and a time
for thanksgiving and rejoicing. Many people still wish
to mark this in their parish church, either with the
service of Baptism (also known as a Christening), where
a child is baptised and welcomed into the Christian
faith, or with a service of Thanksgiving and Dedication,
where a child is named and blessed.

If you would like to find out more, please do not hesitate to contact Peter our Vicar, on
01844 274771, or at revpetergodden@outlook.com.

Free Entry to Westminster Abbey
I have secured a pass that allows up to four people free
entry toWestminster Abbey (the normal adult price is £25).
If you would like to borrow this pass please let me know.

Peter

mailto:mailto:revpetergodden@outlook.com
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Notice of Revision of the Church Electoral Roll
for the Parish of Monks Risborough with Owlswick
This notice is applicable to persons not already on the church electoral roll and
wishing to enrol, and thosewho are currently on the roll whowish to be removed from
it.

The electoral roll will be revised by the Parochial Church Council beginning on
5th February 2023 and ending on 18th February 2023.

To be eligible to join the Roll, you must:

1. Be baptised and aged over 16 or become 16 within twelve months of
completing the form, and become eligible on your 16th birthday

2. Be a member of the Church of England (or of a Church in communion with
the Church of England) and a resident in the parish.

or

Be amember of the Church of England or of a Church in communionwith the
Church of England, and, not being resident in the parish, have habitually
attended public worship in the parish during the preceding six months, or
would have habitually attended public worship in the parish during the
preceding six months but have been prevented from doing so.

or

Be a member in good standing of a Church which is not in communion with
the Church of England but subscribes to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and
also be a member of the Church of England, and have habitually attended
public worship in the parish during the preceding six months, or would have
habitually attended public worship in the parish during the preceding six
months but have been prevented from doing so.

Applica�ons forms for enrolment are available in the church porch or by email
at electoralroll@stdunstanschurch.com.

For any further enquiries, please contact Mr Charlie Fairall on 01844 344164 or at
electoralroll@stdunstanschurch.com.

Applications must be received by 18th February.

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will
take place on Sunday 5th March, at 3.45 pm, in St Dunstan’s Church. Themeetings will
be preceded by a 3.00 pm service of Evensong.
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ActionAid
I recently received a letter from the Malawian representative in the village where
Adam, the little boywhomwe support throughActionAid, lives. He tells uswhat Adam
said:

“How are you? With me nothing goes wrong, I am ok. Let me chat with you: I was
born on 9th April 2016.

Now I am 4 years old. I learn at nursery school. There at school we learn sums and
English only. Onmaths we learn how to count and write numbers from 1 to 10. On
Englishwe even read letters and alphabets fromA to Z.while there at schoolwe eat
porridge then after that we play games around. These are my friends with whom I
play, Davie, Moses, Prince and Ackim.

My parents are farmers. They grow tobacco andmaize. These crops are for sale and
food respectively. We also tame goats and cattle. My favourite food is nsima with
fish and meat. Pass warm and tender greetings to your friends. God bless you all.
Your loving friend Adam.”

You can see a copy of Adam’s letter in the church porch.

We promise to send £180.00 per year to support Adam, so far this year I have received
£64.00. If you wish to contribute, please send your donations to me: Mrs June Timms,
Nags Head House, Aylesbury Road, Monks Risborough. HP27 0JT. THANKYOU.
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Quiz

A fun general knowledge quiz to raise funds for
St. Peter’s Chapel, Owlswick

Saturday 4th February

Star�ng 7.30pm

Longwick Village Hall

Teams of up to 8 people @ £8 per head
Bring your own refreshments if desired

To book your team ring 01844 347906 or email
jane.rogers.owlswick@outlook.com

Wanted New Recruits for the St Dunstan Flower Team
A number of the St Dunstan Flower Team have decided to
retire in the last three years and so we are looking for new
recruits. No experience is necessary. A sense of fun, and
enjoying working with a team is all that is required. Time
commitment is generally twice a year for church flowers
plus festivals and weddings. Attendance at church is not a
requirement.

If you are interested please do contact
Jenny Masterton Smith 01844 273538 or Gwen Miles
01844 345230 for more details.

Still at the planning stage but we hope to have a Flower
Workshop in March; date yet to agreed.

mailto:mailto:rogers.jane.rogers.owlswick@outlook.com
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For further information about the Church,
services, and current notices

see our website
www.stdunstanschurch.com

You can also keep up-to-date by following us on Facebook and Twitter.

AMember of the Risborough TeamMinistry

February

1st Women's Institute - Whitecross Hall 1.45 pm (Page 11)
4th Quiz Night - Longwick Village Hall 7.30pm (Page 17)
9th Fellowship Group - Church Hall 10.00 am (Page 10)
15th Open House - tbc 7.30 pm (Page 11)
17th Parish Prayer Group - Church Hall 9.00 am (Page 9)
15th Friendship Group - Church Hall 2.30 pm (Page 10)
22nd Walking Group - Burton Lane 10.00 am (Page 10)
23rd Knitting Group - Church Hall 2.00 pm (Page 11)
25th Popup Cinema - St Dunstan’s 6.00 pm (Page 15)
27th Silent Prayer Meeting - Church Hall 8.00 pm (Page 5)

March

1st Women's Institute - Whitecross Hall 1.45 pm (Page 11)
4th Popup Cinema - St Dunstan’s 6.00 pm (Page 15)
9th Fellowship Group - Church Hall 10.00 pm (Page 10)
15th Friendship Group - Church Hall 2.30 pm (Page 10)
17th Parish Prayer Group - Church Hall 9.00 am (Page 9)
17th MR Horticultural Society - MR Primary School 7.30 pm (Page 28)
23rd Knitting Group - Church Hall 2.00 pm (Page 11)
29th Walking Group - Burton Lane 10.00 am (Page 10)

DIARY DATES FOR FEBRUARY ANDMARCH

https://twitter.com/stdunstansmr
https://www.facebook.com/stdunstansmr
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Please give copy to one of the following:

Editor Morna Hinch morna.hinch@btinternet.com 01844 345169
Production John McKay penserve@gmail.com 01844 274650
Advertising June Timms stdunstansads@gmail.com 01844 344966
Distribution Penny Hollings hollings.penny@gmail.com 07762 880219
Proof reader Jane Curry jlecurry@gmail.com 07973 300758

The nextNewsletter will be issued from 26thMarch 2023

Final copy date for nextNewsletter
is

10thMarch 2023

Easter Lilies in Memory of a Loved One
St Dunstan’s Church is once again
offering the opportunity for
parishioners to donate the cost of
an Easter lily as part of an
arrangement in memory of a loved
one. If you would like to take part,
please write your name and the
person(s) whom you wish to
remember, on the list in the Church
or contact Jenny Masterton-Smith
on 01844 273538 or GwenMiles on
01844 345230.

Tomake your donation, please put your contribution into a blue gift aid envelope and
write “Easter Lily” on it (with your name and address on, if you are a taxpayer). Please
put the envelope into the wooden chest on the pillar or hand it to Peter Godden.
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In Search of the Black Hedge
I’m sure many readers will be well acquainted with the ancient Black Hedge, one of
many unique historical features in our local landscape, but one that has a particular
association with Monks Risborough itself.

We know that a boundary was created over
900 years ago in late Saxon times to describe
an estate or area of land that would later
become both the ecclesiastical and parish
boundary of this village. Areas of land such
as this will have been created and recorded
across the country as far back as Roman
times, but this charter document, written in
903 AD, recording this particular boundary
is the earliest surviving such manuscript in
the UK, describing as it does a specific parcel
of land in considerable detail. Hence its
rather special provenance and, accordingly,
it resides in the British Museum.

The outline of this historic parcel of land was long and thin, as can be seen from the
map. Less than ½ mile across in places but 6 miles in length, it deliberately
encompassed the range of landscape types and features that would support the early
peoples of Monks Risborough. With woodland on the hills above for timber, fuel and
foraging, dry chalk soils below for cereal crops, the settlement was itself positioned on
the spring line and main communication route. The wet meadows into the Vale
provided grazing, osier and willow plantations, and fish. Strip parishes like this were a
feature of the Chilterns, running alongside each other from Dunstable down to the
Thames at Goring and probably date back 2,000 years and maybe earlier. Roman
settlements are found in many; and the ancient holloways that provided early people
with an access route through the heart of their parish are from our earliest history.
Consequently, the Saxon charter was almost certainly marking a settlement that had
developed over many centuries beforehand. A review of parish boundaries in the
1930s would merge or sweep away most of these administrative strip parishes,
including Monks Risborough, but each footprint can still be traced today.

North west of the village, the Black Hedge boundary can be traced on maps and is
visible as field boundaries on its journey out to Waldridge Manor, but very little is
publicly accessible. After crossing the railway and heading out to Alscot, its southern
boundary is defined by a linear hedge, crossing the B4009 Lower Icknield Way
alongside Pettygroves’ winter quarters and heading NW over farmland between
Longwick and Owlswick. A short section can be walked along the green lane that runs
north from Penn Nursery, and the road to Ford, between the two sharp bends at the
entrance to Waldridge Manor, was a section of its route and its north western extent.
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Otherwise, it continues on private land, sharing the present-day boundary with the
Kimbles, south east back to to Askett.

In some contrast, there are long accessible stretches of the Black Hedge route to the
south east of Monks Risborough. Cadsden Road sits on its northern alignment, the
boundary then climbing up a holloway behind the Plough PH toNinnsWood and then
public footpaths to Green Hailey. From there, the modern day road south through
Redland End, Fifteen Cartways and below Great Hamden to Spring Coppice Lane near
Bryants Bottom, takes you to the ancient parishes southern tip.

After crossing to Speen, the route then heads back north along its former boundary
with Princes Risborough. The footpaths through College Wood and alongside
MonktonWood are perhaps the most magical section, taking you to Lily Bottom Lane
and the Pink & Lily PH at Parslows Hillock. At Lily Bottom, the Black Hedge crossed the
Iron Age Grim’s Ditch, another ancient feature some 2,000 years old. And it’s worth
noting that Whiteleaf Hill, with its 18th century Cross and Neolithic burial, sits well
within this parish.

From the Plough PH, the hedge then dropped down the escarpment through the
woodland ofWindsor Hill and its nature reserve, sadly not accessible. Here, it ismarked
by a row of ancient pollarded trees and a low bank before it skirts south of KopHill and
crosses on to Brush Hill. When you climb the stepped path to Brush Hill from the
IcknieldWay below, look out for the distinct kink on theway up. Here, you are climbing
over the original boundary ditch with a row of associated trees either side.

Interestingly, the Black Hedge recognised the Upper Icknield Way, adopting its route
for a few yards before heading south to the village. The southern boundary fence line
of the Stratton Memorial Garden sits on another section of its route. Back in Saxon
times, today’s A4010 was probably one of a number of ancient routes including the
Upper and Lower IcknieldWays, that followed the Chiltern escarpment at this point on
their path from East Anglia to the Thames at Streatley. Here they offered options to
travellers, when crossing the wide Risborough Gap; and the Black Hedge will have
crossed each.

Although stretches of this boundary are not accessible today, many sections are and
the paths described up in the Chilterns to the south are wonderful walking country,
abounding with wildlife. And just occasionally, a hedgerow can be found sitting on
the historic alignment, providing a window back in time.

The Black Hedge has been celebrated on many occasions and particularly by the
Beating of the Bounds, the traditional country perambulating and ancient custom. I
would recommend two publications in particular that can provide you with both the
detail of the original Saxon charter and its relationship with today’s landscape, The
Boundaries of Monks Risborough by Arnold Baines (Bucks Archaeological Society
Records of Bucks 1981) and Beating the Bounds by Jane Rogers and Vanetta Lascelles
(published by the parish). Both can be seen in our local library.

Francis Gomme Risborough Countryside Group.
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Churches of the Icknield Way
The ancient Icknield Way runs along the Northern slope of the Chiltern Hills, with
churches beside it barely amile apart, their parishes long and narrow slices of wooded
hill and level plain established by Anglo-Saxon settlers coming up from the River
Thames. One, St Peter and St Paul, Ellesborough is distinguished by having within its
bounds Chequers, the PrimeMinister’s official country house, and the congregation is
used to its occasional residents joining in their worship. In his memoirs Winston
Churchill’s secretary, John Colville, described how, after Dunkirk and with invasion
looming, he decided to attend Matins. His master called after him, “Say one for me. I
shall need it.”

One Sunday, as an unsuspecting last-minute stand-in for the incumbent, I found
myself five feet above contradiction over Mrs Thatcher in the pews, with a crowd of
reporters and TV cameramen hanging around outside, sensing a story. They were
right, but before it came to light the media had lost interest and moved on.

Just down the round is All Saints, Little Kimble, a modest two-cell building with a
wealth of wall paintings discovered beneath the Reformation whitewash. It served as
a call-in station for pilgrims making their way to Canterbury, and the paintings were
for their encouragement. There is St Christopher, of course, the patron saint of
travellers, and St George for crusaders, and the only known depiction of St Francis
preaching to the birds. Its priests for Station Masses were provided from St Alban’s
Abbey.

Four hundred yards on is St Nicholas’ Church, Great Kimble, which gained its place in
the history books for a gathering of humble parishioners, in Charles I’s reign,
protesting against the sums charged them under the Ship Money tax. Wealthy John
Hampden joined them, but with the king’s government in his sights, his campaign
against the tax itself led on to civil war.

Here the Icknield Way is crossed by another old trackway, the King’s Street, a route to
London “over the hump”. Nowadays it passes by “The Plough”, where David Cameron
treated President Xi to fish and chips and on another occasion left his little daughter
behind when they returned to Chequers.

And so to Monks Risborough where we lived, and St Dunstan’s Church dedicated to
the Archbishop of Canterbury, who devised the elements of the Coronation ceremony
still in use and which we may have the privilege of witnessing at the Coronation of
King Charles later this year. There were never monks in the parish, which was an
outlying manor belonging to Canterbury Priory, and while there is much worth
mentioning here, there is space only for evidence of the reformers’ fervour – a
smashed holy water stoup, likewise a niche which once housed a statue of Our Lady,
just three painted panels surviving from the rood screen, small fragments of medieval
stained glass high in thewindows. Centuries later they found a pile of it under a nettle-
bed, and put it all back in a single window, a confused jumble of differing shards. It
always seemed to me a parable in glass of the Reformation itself.
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Finally, up onto the Ridge and Holy Trinity Church, Bledlow. You will have seen this
church many times if you were a fan of ‘Midsomer Murders’ in the John Nettles series.
Wall paintings and images in the church had been replaced by two large panels
setting out the Creed and the Ten Commandments as improving texts for the
parishioners to contemplate instead, but redecorations uncovered the wall paintings,
especially another St Christopher, supported by a hermit in a tower of shining light to
guide the saint across the water.

Was it for travellers heading along Icknield Way to the Channel coast and faraway
places?

Reverend Arthur Taylor

Chiltern Society
Events & Activities
February and March

Country Ramble and Pub Lunch - Swyncombe Snowdrops

This walk will take you to see the wonderful display of snowdrops and aconites at St
Botolph’s Church in Swyncombe and experience the exhilarating views over
Oxfordshire from the old hillfort on Swyncombe Downs. The walk will be around 5.5
miles with a total ascent of around 200m. Some sections of the paths and tracks will
be muddy. A delicious 2 course lunch will be at The Shepherds Hut, High St, Ewelme,
Wallingford OX10 6HQ – GR SU638919 (included in the price).
Thursday 16 February @ 09:45 am - 2:00 pm
Ewelme Recreation Ground Car Park, High Street, Ewelme, OX10 6PG
Price: Adult £20

A Stroll Around a (Chalk) Hole – Dunstable Downs

Join Haydon Bailey, Geological Adviser to the Chiltern Society and Chairman of the
Hertfordshire Geological Society, to complete a circuit of Kensworth Quarry, viewing
the geology from a distance as you work your way around the quarry. Bring your
binoculars. The walk is approx. 5 km and will take approximately 3.5 hours.
Saturday 18March @ 9:30 am – 1:00 pm
Dunstable Downs NT,Whipsnade, Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU6 2GY
Price: Adult £6

Booking is essential as there are limited places available. For more information
and to book visit https://chilternsociety.org.uk/events or call Lucy Davies on
01494 490746.
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Ring for the King at St Dunstan’s
Last year the bells of St Dunstan’s Church could be heard
throughout the village of Monks Risborough ringing to
celebrate Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee, ringing half-
muffled during the period of mourning following her passing,
and then ringing ‘open’ with the muffles removed to mark the
accession of King Charles III. This was certainly not the first time
the Bells of St Dunstan’s have been rung in celebration or
mourning for a monarch! Cast in 1636 and 1637, five of the 6 bells we ring today have
seen the reigns of 18 monarchs. For almost 400 years the bells in the parish church of
St Dunstan’s have been rung to call parishioners to worship, to mark the passing of
parish residents, and in celebration of weddings and other special occasions. Now
bellringers across the country are making plans to ‘Ring for the King’at his coronation
in May…and we would welcome your help! There are about 6,000 bell towers in the
British Isles with over 38,000 bells, but only 30,000 or so ringers. Like many other bell
towers the St Dunstan’s band needs to recruit more ringers to keep all 6 of our bells
ringing without having to rely on volunteers from other bell towers.

‘Full-circle’ church bell ringing is a very English activity (//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Change_ringing).Whilst there are thousands of full-circle bell towers in England, there
are only a few hundred in the rest of the world. ‘Change’ or ‘method’ bell ringing on
these bells is a team activity that keeps you fit, stimulates your brain, and makes a
glorious sound. Ringers may, or may not, attend Church services (it is not required),
can be as young as 10 or in their 80s, and do not need to have musical ability. Change
ringing is based on patterns more than music, ranging from simple sequences to
muchmore complex ‘methods’formore experienced ringers. It is a fascinating, and for
many, addictive hobby that can provide fun, fellowship, satisfaction, a sense of service,
a distraction from daily concerns, and a lifetime of enjoyment. If you would like to find
out more there are numerous web sites that provide further information and videos
about bell ringing, such as Discover Bell Ringing (//bellringing.org) or the Central
Council of Church Bell Ringers (https://cccbr.org.uk). See also:
https//ringfortheking.org/.

Why not come along and give bell ringing a try?We would be delighted to “show you
the ropes” (and the bells) with no commitment beyond your time and interest!

We practise bell ringing at St Dunstan’s on most Thursdays from 7.30 to 9.00 pm and
anyone interested in learning more is very welcome to come along and meet our
friendly band and have a go. It’s not too late for you to join us in time to ‘Ring for the
King’!

For more information please contact Tower Captain Brian Highe (01844 343755;
ringingatstds@hotmail.com) or Chris Reynolds (01844 273683;
monks.reynolds@btinternet.com).

Chris Reynolds
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The Princes Centre
Update January 2023

A Happy and Healthy New Year to all. The Christmas season went very well at the
Princes Centre. Our Jinglers Choir had an amazing turn out when they performed at St
Mary’s. At the centre there were lots of Christmas related activities, making and
decorating Christmas cakes, making little cone Christmas trees, calendars and other
novelties, and enjoying lots of entertainment from Elvis, Dorothy B and her local choir
singing classic carols and the Black Dog Band. Singing and quizzes, board games and
indoor bowling also took place. We are very grateful to Dunelm who donated a large
quantity of Christmas gifts for our clients in addition to the ones provided by the
Centre.

We ended last year on a promising note with the arrival of contractors from IDDEA to
erect the long-awaited solar panels. Together with the recently installed loft insulation
above the main hall we are now expecting to reduce our energy consumption
expenses over the year.We are very grateful for two large grants fromNgage Solutions
through Bucks Business First and Buckinghamshire Council North West Chilterns
Community Board, who contributed towards the cost. The trustees are planning for
further projects to bring us nearer to carbon neutral in the future.

We were also very pleased to receive news that our grant applications to the Kop Hill
Climb and to theWyke Fund were successful. The Kop Hill Climb grant will be used to
renew the pathway to the lower hall and around the back of the building and to erect
fencing in that area to afford some privacy for clients. TheWyke Fund is specifically for
hiring the use of a hydrotherapy pool to provide sessions to enable some of the
clients, who would benefit from its use, to have the opportunity to swim or exercise in
the pool. This is dependent on being able to book sessions which are available during
the times that clients attend the centre.

A number of volunteers gave up some of their time before Christmas to help with a
collection at Tescos. Considering that it was planned for a day which turned out to be
extremely cold, they were very brave to turn up to help, but Tescos staff very kindly
allowed us to be situated inside the store, which was very much appreciated. A big
thank you to all of them and to Tescos.

MaggieWooster Keyte

The Church Hall
The fully equipped hall is available for church and associated events.

It is available for people to use after Christenings, weddings, funerals and other
services. It is also available for hire to local community groups and charities, and is very
popular for hosting small classes.

For further details or to arrange a booking, contact stdunstanschurchhall@gmail.com
or ring 07942 356245.
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ADVERTISEMENTSMonks Risborough
Parochial Charities

The Trustees of Monks Risborough
Parochial Charities are responsible for the
administration of several fields within the
ancient parish of Monks Risborough.

Two of these fields are used for
allotments, one at Stockwell Lane,
Meadle and one at Cadsden. The field at
Cadsden had until recently suffered from
an overgrown hedge which reduced the
number of allotments available.
However, thanks to a grant from the
North West Chilterns Community Board
the overgrowth has been cleared and
several new allotments of varying sizes
are now available.

If you are interested in renting one of
these contact

jane.rogers.owlswick@outlook.com.

Roll No 0400025 part p registered

RB Perry Electrical Services
n.i.c.e.i.c. approved electrical contractor

Services include

additional sockets
external lighting
shed supplies

consumer unit & earthing
upgrades to complete
re-wires and call outs

£5m public liability insurance

Call Richard on 07801429043
Email r.perry.1@btinternet.com

Monks Risborough Horticultural Society
Future Meetings

Tuesday 7th February: On-line Zoom talk organised by Kimble and Ellesborough
HS. The talk will be given by Sally Morgan and is titled The
Climate Change Garden. Log-in details will be sent to
members via email. If you are not on our mailing list and
wish to join please contact either Andrew or Bill.

Friday 17th March: Spring Show. Venue Monks Risborough C of E School Hall
Open for staging entries 6.00 to 7.30 pm, Judging 7.30 to
8.30 pm, Viewing 8.30 pm.

Contact Details: Andrew Leach (Chairman) 07909 970204
andrewt.leach@btinternet.com
Bill O’Kelly (Membership Secretary) 07966 139052
MRHSContact@gmail.com
Website: https://themrhs.wixsite.com/mrhs

mailto:mailto:andrewt.leach@btinternet.com
mailto:mailto:MRHSContact@gmail.com
https://themrhs.wixsite.com/mrhs
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If you wish to advertise in theNewsletter
contact June Timms

Tel: 01844 344966 email: stdunstansads@gmail.com

Harry Pettingell M.Ost. BSc (Hons)
Registered Osteopath
* Sports Injuries
* Neck and Back Problems
* Muscular and Joint Problems
* Headaches

Risborough Therapy Clinic
13 Duke Street

Princes Risborough
07786 536163 / 01494 529769

Recognised by all major
health insurance companies

OSTEOPATHY

Try our New Nano PC

Size is only 11.5 x 11 x 51.6mm

Dual Core Processor, 8 GB RAM 500gb Solid state hybrid or 256gb
Solid state drive. HDMI, USB 3.0 and Bluetooth included. Only £549.

Full setup and installation available.

Quad Core Laptops, 8gb RAM, solid state fusion drive only £549.

EVER FELT LIKE THROWING YOUR
COMPUTER OUT THE WINDOW? FED UP
WITH IT GOING SLOW? CRASHING OR

FREEZING? STRANGE MESSAGES POPPING
UP? OR WOULD YOU JUST LIKE TO UPGRADE

IT?
www.wendover-computers.co.uk

Using a computer can be frustrating at times, so why
not let me help. I am a qualified IT Technician and
can help with all your computer needs at very

competitive rates.

www.wendover-computers.co.uk
Call Pete on 0800 3118385 or 07881 555482
Email pete@wendover-computers.co.uk

COMPUTER TROUBLE?

M R COLLINS GARDEN CONSTRUCTION
Princes Risborough (established 1979)

For all paving and hard landscaping requirements
Specialists in

Block Paving Drives, Patios, Terraces
Brickwork * Fencing * Turfing

Full range of Paving Slabs & Indian Stone supplied and laid
Mini-digger with operator for Excavations & Spoil removal

Licensed Waste Carrier for removal of concrete and hardcore
For Free Estimate call:

01844 346360 or 07774 256732
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Workshop: 01844 353555
Mobile: 07761 216231

(C&G 555 1&2)

PRIVATE TUTORING
DELIVERED REMOTELY
Looking for extra tuition for your child?
Let Fantastic Home Learning help!

• Bespoke, individual tuition
• Extra English and Maths support
• Online lessons for children continuing to shield
• Preparations for 11+ exams
• Regular lessons, ad-hoc sessions or intensive courses

Visit fantastichomelearning.com to enquire about
private tuition, delivered remotely via Zoom by a

qualified, experienced primary teacher
with a DBS certificate.

Paul Trunkfield
Painter & Decorator

15 years experience
Friendly, reliable & trustworthy
For a free estimate please ring

01296 421785
077652 48588

E-mail paul.trunkfield@sky.com

AHillsElectrical
Domestic Electrician

Free Quotes
No call out charge
No Job too small

All domestic work undertaken
Part P registered

Call Andy 07864 128150
hillsandy010@gmail.com
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BUCKS MAN AND VAN REMOVALS SERVICE
Small family business est. 2000

Unrivalled care and service
Small to medium house removals
Man and van services, Local or long distance
House Clearance and Bulky item disposal
Large clean Luton vans with tail-lifts
Fully insured (goods in transit - public liability)
Trade waste registered

Contact Sean or Layla
07799 170724 - 01844 342919

www . b u c k sm a n a n d v a n . c o . u k

Local Hairdresser with 30yrs
experience offering:

Cuts
Blow dry

Shampoo & Set
Perming
Tinting
Foils

Crystal & Reiki Healing
Mobile or at my Home Salon
in Princes Risborough

Please contact Samantha
07843 257689 www.valeburnerservices.co.uk

Back under original family management.
Providing the service WE would like to receive.

Tel:
01844 208444

SERVICE &
BREAKDOWN REPAIR

FOR
OIL FIRED BOILERS

Vale
Burner
Services Ltd

PRINCES PAVING
For all your garden landscaping needs from design to installation

Patios Decking Driveways
Fencing Turfing

For a free of charge, no obligation quotation
Call 01844 275287 Evenings/Weekends

07776 137693 Daytime
A Local Family Business

32 Summerleys Road, Princes Risborough, Bucks., HP27 9DT
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Carpet, Upholstery, Leather
Modern & Oriental Rugs

Curtains
Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring
Anti-Allergen Treatment
Specialist Stain Removal
Wood Floor Refinishing

Paul Brooker
35 Place FarmWay, Monks Risborough

Bucks HP27 9JJ
T: 01844 346379 / 344735

M: 07866 376934 E: jjjp@uwclub.net

www.extremecleancouk.com

The Handyman you can trust!

MARTIN FELIX

All interior & exterior projects considered
large or small.

If its reliability, quality and honesty
you are after look no further….

References available on request.

Call 07976 278475

Risborough Carers Ltd
Family Company, Est. 1992. Rated “Good” by CQC
Do you have some spare time to help people

in your community?
If so, we would like to welcome you to our team of

Home Care Assistants
We cover a variety of visits from Companionship calls, Hospital

Appointments as well as giving help and support with Personal Care
and Meal Preparation.

Excellent Rates of Pay & Full Training is provided

If you would like to know more, please contact Stephanie on
01844 212271 or e-mail:

Stephanie.Sandwell@risboroughcarers.org.uk
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M SIMMONDS
Decorating
Contractors

01296 655774

www.msimmonds.co.uk

Craftsmen Decoratorss
Carpentry & Repairs
Total Refurbishment

Established 1979

If you wish to advertise in the
Newsletter

contact June Timms
Tel: 01844 344966

email: stdunstansads@gmail.com

Graham’s Garage
Services

� Top quality vehicle
servicing & repairs

� Quotations provided
� Welding undertaken
� MOT testing
� Highly competitive rates
� No hidden extras
� Honesty & thoroughness

at all times

Crocketts Yard,
Aylesbury Road, Askett,

Buckinghamshire HP27 9L

Telephone: 01844 344003
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IF IT’S

FOOTWEAR
THEN IT’S

WAINWRIGHTS
HIGH STREET, PRINCES RISBOROUGH

01844 343580

MAXWELLROAD, BEACONSFIELD
01494 673871

www.wainwrightshoes.com

Crendon Beds And Furniture
Handmade luxury mattresses at CLEARANCE PRICES!

AMAZING VALUE Bedroom Furniture

Visit our Showrooms at 11-12 Meadow View, Long Crendon Industrial Park,

Long Crendon, Bucks. HP18 9EQ

Opening times: Monday - Thursday 9am to 5pm Fridays 9am to 3pm Weekends by appointment only!

Crendon Furniture Outlet THE OFFICIAL OUTLET FOR
HYPNOS EX SHOWROOM & EXHIBITION MODELS

Follow us on and and purchase online at

Tel: 01844 358064 www.crendonbedsandfurniture.co.uk
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DISCLAIMER
The views expressed in this Newsletter are not
necessarily those of St Dunstan’s Church PCC
under whose auspices the Newsletter is issued,
nor can any responsibility be accepted for the
accuracy or content of any article or
advertisement published herein. By carrying an
advertisement the PCC is not necessarily
endorsing the product or service advertised.

If you use any of the
services advertised,

please mention that you
saw it in theNewsletter.

SPECIALISING IN HOME-MADE FOOD

Old Stocks, Crowbrook Road
Monks Risborough
TEL 01844 342737

Personal Service To Individuals
Sole Traders, Partnerships &
Small Companies
In All Aspects of
Tax & Accountancy

www.youden.co.uk

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
JAMES YOUDEN & CO
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