Parish of Monks Risborough

St Dunstan’s Church

St Peter’s Chapel

August 2022 - September 2022
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Clergy
Team Vicar The Rev’d. Peter Godden, The Rectory, Mill Lane, Monks Risborough HP27 9JE
Tel: 01844 274771 Email: revpetergodden@outlook.com
Arrangements for Baptisms, Confirmation Preparation, Confessions, Banns of
marriage, Weddings and Funerals can be made with Peter at the address above.
Web Site: www.stdunstanschurch.com

Registered Charity No. 115386

Regular Services
St Dunstan's Sundays

Wednesdays
Owlswick Chapel

8.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
6.00 pm
10.00 am
9.00 am
6.00 pm

Holy Communion (BCP) 1st Sunday in month
PARISH COMMUNION
FAMILY SERVICE
1st Sunday in month
Except 4th Sunday in month
Evensong
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in month
Evensong
4th Sunday in month

The Parochial Church Council
Chairman:

The Rev’d. Peter Godden

Churchwardens:

Paul Woodward-Court
Mick White

01844 344417
01844 346536

Secretary:
Treasurer:

Sue Ingram
Anne White

01844 275287
01844 346536

Deanery Synod Reps
Mrs J Curry, Mr T Goode, Mrs M Pitman, Mrs J Rogers.
Elected Members
Mr C Fairall, Mrs S Ingram, Mrs A-M Longshaw, Mr S Merchant, Mrs D Norie,
Ms L Nott, Mrs A Vere, Mrs A White.

Directory
Churches Together in Risborough Rep.
Gift Aid Secretary
Electoral Roll Officer
Weekly Notice Sheet Organiser

Newsletter Editor
St Dunstan’s Choir Practice
Tower Captain
Bell ringing Practice at St Dunstan’s

Margaret Pitman
01844 346008
Nick Tyler
01844 344589
Charlie Fairall
07790 678158
Caroline Godden
01844 274771
email: comms@stdunstanschurch.com
Morna Hinch
01844 345169
Thursdays from 6.30 pm
Brian Highe
01844 343755
Thursdays 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm

3

The Rev’d Peter Godden writes:
On the last weekend of June, my wife Caroline and I spent much of the weekend
watching music from the Glastonbury festival, most notably from the Pyramid Stage
on the Saturday night. Our three favourite groups are the Beatles, Oasis, and Simon &
Garfunkel, so the Saturday night double-bill of Noel Gallagher followed by Paul
McCartney meant that we were pretty much in rock and roll paradise.
Part of what was wonderful about watching their respective sets was the way in which
the music was so visibly touching those who were there. Both of these once-in-ageneration songwriters have produced anthems – Live Forever, Hey Jude, Wonderwall,
Let It Be - that represent the pinnacle of what music can do, in taking people to a place
of extraordinary unity and joy. It should perhaps have come as no surprise that, in the
wake of the appalling Manchester Arena bombing at the conclusion of an Ariana
Grande concert in May 2017, it was the Noel Gallagher-penned song Don’t Look Back
in Anger that became something around which people could unite, finding an
expression both for their grief, and for their hopes for the future. This is the power that
music can have.
It is natural then, that music forms such a core part of Christian worship, too. It can
express things that are harder to articulate with words alone. As the saying goes, “The
one who sings prays twice.”
When St John had a vision of the worship in heaven, which he committed to writing
in what we call the Book of Revelation, he describes an unending hymn of praise
around God’s throne. When it comes to praising God, loving creator and redeemer of
all creation, nothing short of music will do.
And yet, even music can give us only but a glimpse of the wondrous beauty and love
of God. As one of my very favourite hymns puts it, which itself has a melody of almost
divine beauty: “How shall I sing that majesty which angels do admire?” God’s love for
us – demonstrated most breathtakingly in Jesus’ sacrifice for us on the cross – is so
wonderful, so beautiful, that there is nothing that can completely encapsulate it; but
music certainly helps us get close.
Whatever music you listen to in life, may it give you great joy and, be it secular or
sacred, may it bring you glimpses of the love of God.
With my prayers and very best wishes,
Peter

Latest News
The Church is now open daily from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm.
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From the Parish Registers
Baptisms: - We welcome into the family of God:
15th May: Madeleine Brady
3rd July: William Turner

Funerals: - We remember with thanksgiving the lives of:
1st June: Barry Bobbitt (85), Crowbrook Road, Monks Risborough
24th June: Gladys Primrose Cundell (88), Mead Acre, Monks Risborough

Interments: - Rest in Peace:
4th May: Maralyn Pearce (82), Chapel Lane, Bledlow
21st June: Michael Evans (81), Woodcote Green, Downley

Silent Prayer Meetings at St. Dunstan’s
St. Dunstan’s Church is affiliated to The Julian Meetings
which are held across the country, providing space and time
to meet together to pray and be in the presence of God. It is
a time for renewal of spirit and a chance to keep God
company, silently showing what is in our hearts and
listening to what we may hear in return. Following a short
chosen verse which is read slowly twice, there is a silent time
of quiet contemplation for about 30 minutes. Although this
is a time of individuality, it is also a time that provides a
sense of communal and spiritual refreshment. The verse is
then read again and following the Grace, which is said
together, people are free to leave quietly, taking with them
all the thoughts and prayers which linger in their souls
This may not be for everyone, we are all so different, but for those who wish, the next
meeting is on 12th September with the dates for the rest of 2022:
24th October; 5th December
All are Mondays at 8.00 pm in the Church Hall.
If you would like to find out more, or wish to be a part of this, then please do contact
me, either by email or telephone.
Jill Iredale 01844 346488 or jillstovold@icloud.com
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Church Calendar
All services at St Dunstan’s Monks Risborough unless otherwise stated.
3rd August
7th August

Wednesday
Sunday

10th August
14th August

Wednesday
Sunday

17th August
21st August

Wednesday
Sunday

24th August
28th August

Wednesday
Sunday

31st August
4th September

Wednesday
Sunday

7th September
11th September

Wednesday
Sunday

14th September
18th September

Wednesday
Sunday

21st September

Wednesday

10.00 am Holy Communion
Eighth Sunday after Trinity
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
10.00 am All-Age Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm Evensong
10.00 am Holy Communion
Ninth Sunday after Trinity
9.00 am BCP Holy Communion (St Peter’s Owlswick)
10.00 am Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm Evensong
10.00 am Holy Communion
Tenth Sunday after Trinity
10.00 am Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm Evensong
10.00 am Holy Communion
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
10.00 am Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm Evensong (St Peter’s Owlswick)
10.00 am Holy Communion
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
10.00 am All-Age Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm Evensong
10.00 am Holy Communion
Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
9.00 am BCP Holy Communion (St Peter’s Owlswick)
10.00 am Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm Evensong
10.00 am Holy Communion
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.00 am Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm Evensong
10.00 am Holy Communion
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25th September

Sunday

28th September
2nd October

Wednesday
Sunday

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
10.00 am Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm Evensong for Harvest (St Peter’s Owlswick)
10.00 am Holy Communion
Harvest Festival
8.00 am BCP Holy Communion
11.00 am All-Age Parish Eucharist
6.00 pm Evensong

St Dunstan’s Pastoral Care
Caring for our community is part of our vision and service. The Pastoral Care group is
there to visit and support all those in need - the bereaved, sick, lonely, and
housebound, and those who may feel anxious about themselves or a loved one.
Similarly, if you know of someone who might benefit from contact, please get in
touch.
We are here for you.
For more information, please contact Angeline Vere on 01844 343006 or at
angeline.vere@btinternet.com
There may also be those who could benefit from some spiritual encouragement. No
matter where you might be on a journey of faith, there are members of the Pastoral
Care group who would be only too happy to visit or have a telephone call with those
who would appreciate a chat and perhaps someone to pray with. If you would like
such a phone call you can contact Jill Iredale on 01844 346488 or at jillstovold@icloud.com
or Angeline Vere on 01844 343006 or at angeline.vere@btinternet.com.
The Pastoral Care group works alongside and with Peter, the Vicar, who can be
contacted on 01844 274771, or at revpetergodden@outlook.com.

The Lunch Club
The Lunch Club meets at the St Dunstan’s church hall on the first Friday of each month.
It is a lively and friendly occasion. We would warmly welcome people who live on their
own in the parish as new members. The home cooked lunch costs £3. There is also a
popular raffle. Please contact Anne Baker on 01844 345686 if you would like to come
along. Lifts can be arranged.
We would be grateful if there were volunteers to drive members to and from the
church hall. Again please contact Anne if you can offer help.
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Sermon preached at the service of
Choral Evensong for the Platinum Jubilee
Thursday 2nd June, 2022
Eleven years, four weeks, and six days ago, I awoke bleary-eyed into the faint light of
an April morning. My positively groggy disposition was because I was rising at an
unholy hour – I can only remember that it was so early it began with a number four –
and promptly made my way to Northwood Hills Metropolitan Line station, there to
catch the first train of the day heading for the centre of London. For the 29th April
2011 was the day that Prince William was to marry Catherine, the now Duchess of
Cambridge.
With my friends, I duly bagged a surprisingly splendid spot on the Mall, just between
Green Park and Clarence House, amidst an ever-growing throng of excited pilgrims. I
found myself next to an Australian chap who had with him something very rare in
those days – an iPad – and asked whether, if I shared my champagne with him, he
might share his screen with me. We both agreed that this was a very agreeable
arrangement, and so an instant friendship was forged between strangers – in our case
from literally the opposite sides of the world – as was happening all along the
processional route that day.
It was wonderful to experience the fellowship, the coming together, of so many
people, who all felt as if they were a part of this celebration. We weren’t just onlookers,
we were participants.
And this was for a very important reason. As someone much wiser than I once put it:
one of the gifts that the monarchy and Royal Family bring to our national life is that
the cycle of births and baptisms, marriages, deaths and funerals, birthdays and other
milestones are at the centre of our common life, rather than partisanship and the
pursuit of power. This is a humanising influence, which underlines our need for
community, for sharing life with one another.
And so there we were, thousands of us, rejoicing with this wonderful couple as they
married one another: and they were met with rapturous delight, as they made their
separate trips to Westminster Abbey, and their return journey together.
But there was another cheer that day, which genuinely carried something extra to it.
When the Sovereign’s Escort of the Household Cavalry came into view, bringing with
it Her Majesty the Queen, the noise that came from the crowd was different: there was
a depth to it, an almost deeper, more sonorous quality, that carried an extra gravitas
and sense of recognition.
For here she was, our leader, of sorts: not in a political or military sense, nor, quite, in
the role of some kind of national grandmother. No, this was something absolutely
unique: she was there for all of us, watching, serving, and leading all at once: our
Queen.
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By being there, she held the whole day together; without her, that delightful day of
romance, pomp, and ceremony, would not have been the same. We the crowd wanted
her there because she is the person who has given a life, longer than most lifetimes, to
serving this nation and Commonwealth.
And that matters, that really touches people. For her, life of service is something that
she has discharged with profound devotion and sense of duty.
Some might say that this devotion is largely due to her, coming from the generation
in which she grew up, and there may be something in that, but there is undeniably a
far greater factor at play in her situation, which has enabled her to give seventy years
in a role of incredible hard work and pressure.
To mark the Queen’s Ninetieth birthday, a book entitled The Servant Queen and the
King She Serves was produced, for which Her Majesty herself contributed the foreword.
In her contribution, she recalled these words, from a poem by Minnie Louise Haskins,
which the Queen first encountered in her father George VI’s Christmas Day broadcast
in 1939:
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
This gets to the heart of Christian discipleship: it is not principally about following
some list of rules and precepts, but, above all else, means entering into a relationship
of trust where one follows Christ as the way, the truth, and the life.
And it points us towards how Her Majesty has been strengthened to do her work, with
power from on high – power that comes not because she wears an earthly crown, but
because, like so many other Christian men and women before her, she has entered
into a co-inheritance of the crown of heavenly glory, the crown of Christ, King of all
creation, whose love enables us both to become more truly whom we are created to
be, and to do more than we ever otherwise might achieve under our own strength.
Six months before her coronation, Queen Elizabeth asked the people of the United
Kingdom and the Commonwealth to “pray that God may give me wisdom and
strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may faithfully
serve Him and you, all the days of my life.”
Few people might have imagined how long that life would stretch, or how devoted
that service would be. But today we give thanks for all that has been good in her reign,
and we look forward to the continuation of her family’s life at the heart of what unites
us as a nation.
Thanks be to God.
Peter Godden
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PCC News
At our PCC meeting held last month, we reviewed the recent Quinquennial report.
This is a five-yearly inspection of the church buildings by our architect, Christian
Randall. This time there are no major works indicated. Peter paid tribute to the work of
the churchwardens, both past and present, whose dedication is evidenced in such a
good report. The architect had noted that the outline plans submitted in 2019 for a
small extension to the church hall to provide additional toilet facilities will expire later
this year, so we need to take action very soon if we wish to pursue this.
There have been some complaints from parishioners about the state of the
churchyard over recent months. We adopted a ‘No Mow May’ approach in order to
encourage more wildlife in the churchyard which has upset some visitors. This was
discussed at length, with Peter pointing out that as a church we have a responsibility
for the environment but that churchyards also have an important pastoral function. It
was subsequently decided that more care should be taken around certain areas of the
churchyard and this topic will be revisited at the next PCC meeting.
The treasurer, Anne White, reported that our finances are looking good at the half-year
position and that we will be able to carry out a number of previously planned small
maintenance projects to both St Dunstan’s and St Peter’s whilst also giving 10% of our
income to charity this year. Discussions are ongoing regarding whom we should
support for 2022.
Collections in church for Ukrainian refugees total £720 to date which has been passed
on to the Disasters Emergency Committee.
We are planning to reopen the church during the week as soon as we have sufficient
volunteers to do so. (See Page 4 - Ed)
Sue Ingram
Secretary to the PCC

Bereavement Drop In
This group meets on the second Monday of every month throughout the year offering
a warm welcome to anyone struggling with the grief of bereavement. We share
together over a cup of tea or coffee, talk about our experiences or just listen. Many find
comfort in talking about their loved ones with others who know what they are going
through, and over the past 4 years over 40 people have come and appreciated it.
We meet in the Chapter House at St. Mary's Church, Princes Risborough, at 3.00 pm,
and everyone is welcome, of any faith or of no faith at all.
Please contact me if you need further details.
Revd Rose Williams 01844 274225
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Special Forthcoming Services
Harvest Festival Services are taking place at St. Peter’s Chapel, Owlswick on
Sunday September 25th at 6.00 pm and at St. Dunstan’s Church on Sunday
October 2nd at 11.00 am.
As in previous years we are delighted to accept your donations for the work of the
Whitechapel Mission at or before the Harvest services. The Whitechapel Mission
provides hot food and drink, showers, clothing, free toilets and the chance of a wash
and brush-up to homeless people in London. To enable its work to continue, please
log on to their website www.whitechapel.org.uk, click on ‘donate’ and scroll down to
‘donate gifts’ for a further link to the list of the items most desperately needed.
A list of items will also appear in the church notices and porch nearer harvest time.
Thank you in anticipation of your help.

Getting Married at St Dunstan’s & St Peter’s
When considering where to get married, couples are faced with a vast array of choice;
yet thousands of couples still marry every year in church.
Choosing to be married in a church is about so
much more than choosing a venue, because a
Christian wedding brings with it so many
important dimensions. The service frames the
wonderful act of committing oneself to another
within the incomparable love of God. In the
service, the couple are prayed for, and receive
encouragement and blessings. They commit
themselves to one another in the same spot, using the same words, as thousands of
others before them. They are given support and guidance by their parish priest in the
build-up to the big day, to help them prepare both practically and pastorally. And by
getting married in a church, that church becomes for that couple a special place to
which they can return again and again, with a community there who will be delighted
to welcome and support them.
Choosing to marry in a church, then, is about so much more than your wedding: it’s
about your marriage.
To marry in any given Church of England church, a couple must have what is called a
‘qualifying connection’ to that church; there are many such connections, primarily
including living in the parish, having lived in the parish in the past, or being recently
descended from those who married here.
If you would like to know more, please do not hesitate to contact Peter our Vicar, on
01844 274771, or at revpetergodden@outlook.com.
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Fellowship Group
Co-ordinator:

Rosemary Woodward-Court

01844 344417

Future Meetings
August 11th

Rev Peter Godden 'Getting to know you'

September 8th

A talk from Hearing Dogs

Both meetings 10.00 am - 12 noon in the Church Hall.
Join us for £2, refreshments included. We look forward to seeing you.

Walking Group
We have now had a variety of monthly local walks.
Please note that we are now meeting on the LAST WEDNESDAY of each month,
starting from Burton Lane at 9.30 am. We walk for around an hour and a half to two
hours and sometimes finish with a coffee together.
For more details contact Mick and Anne White 01844 346536.

The Crafty Sew & Sews
Organisers:

Pam Scott
Janet East

01844 346857
01844 345028

We meet every Tuesday in the Church Hall, between 1.30 and 4.00 pm. Come along
and learn new skills, share knowledge, expand your interests. Bring along your own
work (Cross Stitch, Tapestry, Knitting etc.).
Join us for just £1.00 per session (for Church Funds).

Knitting Group
This group meets on the 4th Thursday of the month at 2.00 pm in the Church Hall. For
further information please contact Pam Scott 01844 346857 or Janet East 01844
345028.
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St Dunstan's Friendship Group
Co-ordinator:

Avril Clark

01844 342165

Meeting at 2.30 pm in the Church Hall on the 3rd Wednesday of each month (except
in August).
All who wish to attend our meetings are very welcome.

Bell Ringers
This friendly group practises from 7.30/7.45 to 9.00 pm on a Thursday evening. We
welcome beginners and experienced ringers.
If you would like to come along to see what’s involved please contact Tower Captain
Brian Highe 01844 343755.

Church Choir
Choir practise is held in church every Thursday evening from 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm.
For more information please contact Margaret Pitman 01844 346008.

Parish Prayer Group
The Pastoral Care Group meets to pray for both the needs of the Church and the parish
in general, but also for individual people who may wish to benefit from the power of
prayer. It also addresses urgent wider issues of concern.
Meetings are held in the Church Hall on the 3rd Friday of each month at 9.00 am for
about half an hour. The next meetings are on 19th August, 16th September. Here are
the dates for the rest of the year.
21st October, 18th November, 16th December.
If you would like prayers said for you or for a loved one or for any aspect of Parish life,
in confidence, then please do get in touch. Also, if you are interested in being part of
this Group, on a regular or occasional basis, we would be so pleased to hear from you
- or indeed just arrive at the stated time.
Jill Iredale
Angeline Vere

jillstovold@icloud.com
angeline.vere@btinternet.com
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01844 346488
01844 343006
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15

16

Going off to Uni
This month thousands of young people will be preparing
themselves for the exciting prospect of going off to what they all
call ‘Uni’ in the autumn. Parents, grandparents and godparents
will enjoy a mixture of pride and apprehension. This is a major
step in life: leaving home, making new friends, study without
compulsion and the heady gift of ‘freedom’. Amazingly, the vast
majority of students survive it and love it.
As for parents, there are a few basic rules that it is well to adopt. Firstly, don’t get too
involved in the choice of university. Modern students are a savvy bunch. They actually
do talk to their teachers, and they know their way around the internet and social
media. It’s highly likely that they will correctly identify the ‘right’ course and place for
themselves.
Secondly, be available (on the end of a phone) but leave them space to make the odd
silly mistake. Make sure they carry on their person the number of a reliable taxi service,
for that occasion when they find themselves in the early hours and far from their digs.
Thirdly, don’t worry about them being ‘lonely’. The average student makes a friend or
two in the first ten minutes of arriving in their digs – and sometimes it’s for life!
Look forward to their coming home for the odd weekend, probably with some
washing, but don’t regret it when they go back. In fact, enjoy the experience at
second-hand. And lastly, there’s a lot to be said for a little daily prayer for them.

Hody’s Charity
Small grants for local students or apprentices
The charity was founded by a former Rector of the parish in his will dated 1706. It was
later added to by his successor, Dr. Quaries. The trustees are the Team Vicar and
Churchwardens of the parish of Monks Risborough.
An applicant must be 16 and over and not more than 21 years of age. The applicant
must live in the parish of Monks Risborough or have a connection with St Dunstan’s
Church or St Peter’s Chapel (Owlswick). The grant is to be used for the applicant’s
personal or professional development and may be given for books, specialist
equipment, outfits, tools, fee,s etc.
For an application form, please contact one of the churchwardens at
pwoodwardc@hotmail.com or whitem21std@gmail.com
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DIARY DATES FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER
(Subject to change if restrictions are reimposed)

August
3rd Women's Institute - Whitecross Hall 1.45 pm (Page 27)
6th MR Horticultural Society - Peters Lane Afternoon (Page 27)
11th Fellowship Group - Church Hall 10.00 am (Page 12)
19th Parish Prayer Group - Church Hall 9.00 am (Page 13)
25th Knitting Group - Church Hall 2.00 pm (Page 12)
31st Walking Group - Burton Lane 9.30 am (Page 12)

September
3rd Concert St Dunstan’s 7.00 pm (Page16)
7th Women's Institute - Whitecross Hall 1.45 pm (Page 27)
8th Fellowship Group - Church Hall 10.00 pm (Page 12)
10th Ride and Stride 10.00 am (Page 19)
12th Silent Prayer Meeting - Church Hall 8.00 pm (Page 5)
14th Open House - tbc 7.30 pm (Page 24)
16th Parish Prayer Group - Church Hall 9.00 am (Page 13)
21st Friendship Group - Church Hall 2.30 pm (Page 13)

21st MR Horticultural Society - Church Hall 8.00 pm (Page 27)
22nd Knitting Group - Church Hall 2.00 pm (Page 12)
28th Walking Group - Burton Lane 9.30 am (Page 12)

Harvest Finger Buffet Lunch
Sunday October 2nd after 11.00 am service
Venue: St Dunstan’s Church
Cost: £5, children free
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SPONSORED “RIDE & STRIDE”

Bicycle Ride, Horse Ride and Walk
will take place on
SATURDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2022
10.00 am - 6.00 pm
This is the annual fund raiser for Buckinghamshire Historic Churches Trust.
Participants ride, run or walk from church to church to raise money which is then
divided equally between the Church of your choice and the BHCT.
This charity gives grants to Buckinghamshire’s Christian churches, chapels and
meeting houses for the preservation, repair, restoration and upkeep of the
fabric of their church.

St. Dunstan’s & St. Peter’s need YOU
Sponsor forms and list of participating churches
can be obtained from
Rosemary Woodward-Court 01844 344417

Final copy date for next Newsletter
is

10th September2022
Please give copy to one of the following:
Editor
Production
Advertising
Distribution
Proof reader

Morna Hinch
John McKay
June Timms
Penny Hollings
Jane Curry

morna.hinch@btinternet.com
penserve@gmail.com
stdunstansads@gmail.com
hollings.penny@gmail.com
jlecurry@gmail.com

01844 345169
01844 274650
01844 344966
07762 880219
07973 300758

The next Newsletter will be issued from 2nd October 2022
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The Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela
Pilgrimage Part 5
Some of my earlier articles may have given the impression that the Way of Saint James
was all about privation. This was certainly not true, for I found much comfortable
accommodation and excellent food on my journey. On leaving Cahors, I walked the
first 20 miles with my German journalist friend, who had heard of an excellent private
gîte at Montcuq. On arrival, we were offered a huge jug of refreshing lavender syrup.
Our dinner consisted of courgette and basil soup, followed by a goat’s cheese tart
served with home-made lavender jelly and a main course of duck with figs. We were
sharing our stay with a group of disabled youngsters, who were as delighted with
everything as we were.
The following day I set off for Moissac, but having passed through Lauzerte - an old
hill-top town - we were caught in a thunderstorm. Fortunately, shelter was available
beneath a magnificent raised dovecote in the grounds of a fine, old manor house.
During the afternoon, the heavy rain had made the paths very muddy and difficult, so
we booked a hotel by mobile phone, thus shortening our day’s walk from 24 to 13
miles. As we approached the building, we were slightly apprehensive about our
reception, because we looked so bedraggled, but we need not have worried, as we
were warmly welcomed by the Belgian owner. That evening we shared a table with
two French ladies, whom we had already met several times en route. One was a
Catholic and the other a Protestant. The conversation was very enjoyable and such
encounters were among the great pleasures of the pilgrimage.
The following morning, I continued to Moissac, whose abbey, founded in the 7th
century, had been sacked in turn by the Moors, Norsemen and Norman pirates. Better
times arrived from the 10th century, as the abbey found itself on the newly emerging
pilgrimage route and prospered from the pilgrim traffic. Rebuilding saw the
completion of the magnificent cloister in 1100. Miraculously, the most important
abbey buildings survived the French Revolution. There was another close shave in the
19th century, when the proposed route of the railway threatened the cloister with
destruction. Fortunately, wiser counsels prevailed and the plan was changed.
I arrived in the city late in the morning and made straight for the abbey, only to hear
the unwelcome news that it was due to close for a very long lunch hour in 30 minutes.
I succeeded in pleading to be allowed in and, although I would have liked longer, I was
at least able to see the wonderful cloister with its intricately carved capitals. I
promised myself to return at some future date, a promise still unfulfilled.
In the afternoon, I set off along the Tarn and Garonne canal towpath. The prescribed
route soon broke away from the canal and followed country roads, eventually taking
me to the lovely town of Auvillar, where I found that my German friend had
thoughtfully booked a room for me. This was welcome news for my feet, which had
pounded along asphalt for the final section of my 23 mile walk.
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The plan for Day 18 was to make for Lectoure, a town dating from Roman times. I had
a pleasant walk through attractive countryside, passing fishing lakes and an old
manor house. The views from the ridge were stunning. The day was marred only by my
being caught in another downpour, during which I failed to get into my wet-weather
clothes quickly enough and was drenched. Soon the sun reappeared and the hill-top
town of Lectoure, its cathedral prominent on the horizon, came into view. As it

seemed that the smart hotel was unlikely to welcome two dishevelled pilgrims, we
sought help at the tourist office, which sent us to a newly opened private gîte. Its
garden gave on to the town wall and offered delightful views over the lush, green
countryside. It was a relief to arrive and relax after a 25 mile walk that day.
The following morning, our host produced a delicious breakfast of rolls and croissants,
collected from the boulangerie that morning, and I set off for the town of Condom, 22
miles away. It was an uneventful day, except for the excitement of my first view of the
snow-capped Pyrenees in the distance and the very rare experience of meeting
someone walking in the opposite direction. He was a Finn, who had so far journeyed
for 55 days from Santiago, and intended to walk all the way back to Finland.
On the way to Eauze the following day, I came across a church at Routges, which had
its own sad story. In the side wall was a small door, provided for the use of people
known as Cagots. Graham Robb’s excellent book The Discovery of France tells us that
these people, who were scattered all over France, were often denied access to
churches, unless they entered through special doors, made deliberately low in order
to humiliate them. Once inside the church, they were only allowed to sit along the
cold, north wall, as they were considered to be unclean. I pressed on to Eauze, where
I found a room in a hotel, after a long walk of 22 miles.
Now that I had sight of the Pyrenees, I was getting close to the half-way mark on my
journey. Although I had chosen to walk alone, I had met, and enjoyed, the company of
many interesting people, all of whom had their individual reasons for making the
pilgrimage. I was to enjoy their company and that of new acquaintances over the
coming weeks.
David Keysell
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Still Life with Magnolias

Marguerite Kelsey 1928 120.8x141.2 cm. Tate Collection.
Meredith Frampton 1894-1984

Now for something completely different: it’s time I wrote about a twentieth century
painting. Even so, Meredith Frampton painted this distinctive canvas nearly a hundred
years ago!
The model Marguerite Kelsey (1908-95) occupies both places on a two-seater sofa and
it would be a bold person who dared to join her. She gazes off to the right with calm
intelligence and elegant perfection, her thoughts elsewhere, her stillness absolute.
Her immaculate hair and eyebrows match the sofa and a shaded brown outline down
her left side makes her stand out against the terracotta wall and dark seat. She is
totally poised, absolutely self-possessed and so impeccable that surely she can’t be
breathing.
It is hard to believe that the artist Meredith Frampton had witnessed WW1, surveying
enemy trenches at the Western Front where three and a half million men died and
eight million were injured, affecting him profoundly. How could he find a still point in
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his life after that, when his contemporaries Otto Dix (1891-1969) and George Grosz
(1893-1959) were painting hideous war injuries, pain and mutilation? Frampton was
to live through another war, but in 1945 failing sight tragically forced him to give up
painting. Perhaps creating this magnetic work of such hypnotic clarity helped to calm
and restore him in the presence of his elegant model. As suits her flawlessness, there
are no visible brush-marks.
With no story to relate to distract us, we can notice things in this deceptively simple
painting, which might otherwise have escaped us. For example, the tubular falls of the
curtain behind the sofa are repeated in the more deeply toned lower right-hand-side
tablecloth; and the curve of the table is echoed in the adjacent arm of the sofa.
Marguerite’s precisely placed left-hand fingers make verticals like the wicker slats of
the plant holder and the long fringe of the sofa’s lower edge. The exquisite magnolias,
the same cool shade as Marguerite’s unadorned dress, are painted with botanical
accuracy – surely we examine them more closely because half of them and their pot is
cut off. We have no need of their other half. The angle of Marguerite’s arm links her to
them. She makes a curve, her dress, made by Frampton’s mother to his instructions,
the essence of simplicity: how spoiled the painting would be if it was accessorised
with jewellery!
See the magnolia pistil pointing to Marguerite? Its blob of red points to something I
haven’t mentioned. Just LOOK at her red shoes! Put your thumb over them and
something dies. Frampton supplied them, surely deliberately a little too big, making
the shape of a magnolia leaf. They are the painting’s lynch-pin, its gloriously clever
focus, as much the subject of the painting as Marguerite. The painting would be dull
if the shoes matched her dress instead of her lipstick. Those red shoes make
Marguerite no longer so icily unapproachable: she may leap up and dance, laugh and
who knows what else?
A painting with no story or hidden meaning can thus still be detailed and
mesmerising, and make you look and learn, see related shapes and lines. If you still
hanker after a story, try the library!
Susanne Carr

Plant Pots for the Christmas Tree Festival Bulb Stall
We do hope that readers will find a few minutes soon to start hunting through their
cupboards/sheds/garages please for any spare indoor plant pots they may have which
they would be prepared to donate to St Dunstan’s for its bulb stall at the Christmas
Tree Festival at the end of November. Ceramic, metal or glass pots are best please (not
plastic thanks). Ideally we would like the pots to be left in the church porch any time
before the end of October please, or contact us if you would like us to collect them.
Thanks in advance for your help!
Sue and Simon Merchant (suemerchant@hotmail.com)
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Open House
If you’ve never heard of or been to Open House, this is a meeting to discuss various
aspects of Christianity. When it first began, its aim was to increase our knowledge of
the Bible and Christianity in a safe environment. We deepen our understanding
through discussion and asking questions we might be afraid to ask in other
circumstances. Mary and I took over the group in the middle of the Covid pandemic
and most recent meetings have been on Zoom, but now we are going back to
meeting together in person, at least till the autumn.
Some of the subjects we have looked at during that time were:If you could only have one page from the Bible, which would you choose?
How a painting about the Good Samaritan showed a meaning to the people
and the culture of that time.
The Bible, finding gems even in the 'boring’ bits.
How Jesus is depicted in pictures around the world.
An interactive Journey through the Old Testament in about 50 minutes.
So why not come and meet our friendly group?
The next few meetings are:
Wednesday 14th September at 7:30 pm. Venue to be announced.
Wednesdays 12th October, 9th November, 7th December.
More details from Ted and Mary Kent:
email - ted123kent@gmail.com or phone 01844 274089.

Conversation Cafe
St Dunstan's is starting a new Conversation Cafe for Ukrainian guests who have moved
into the local area. Come along to make new friends, learn the language and practice
speaking English with our welcoming team over coffee and cake. There will be the
chance to chat, learn and practice in a relaxed atmosphere. Suitable for all - from
complete beginners with no English at all, up to those with a good grasp of the
language looking to improve their skills with friendly and patient helpers. It will take
place 2-3.30 pm on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, starting 28th
September. For more information or help with transport for these sessions, please
email ukrainesupport@stdunstanschurch.com.
Thank you to all who came along to our launch event for this in July! We were
delighted to welcome hosts, guests and members of the community from our local
area to enjoy plenty of cake and some sunshine with us. With fun language activities
and a plant-your-own sunflower craft on offer there was plenty to do, and everyone
seemed to appreciate the chance to meet new neighbours, make new friends, and
enjoy company over some delicious home-made treats.
Caroline Godden
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Monks Risborough C of E Primary School
Reports on recent school trips
Year 6 Residential Trip to PGL
For our Year 6 residential trip we travelled to PGL Liddington, where we participated in
a range of different activities such as: climbing, zip wire, giant swing and aeroball.
When we arrived we were allocated a room, which consisted of two bunk beds and an
ensuite bathroom. During the day, we were given different activities to participate in.
It was so much fun! We enjoyed the challenge of persevering through our fears;
whether it was climbing high or swimming in the lake. In the evening we participated
in evening entertainment such as wacky races, bonfire night and a quiz! The food was
lovely, or each meal time we would head to the canteen where there were a couple of
options and there was a fabulous salad bar! We all thoroughly enjoyed our week
away!
By Tom and Bea

Waddesdon Manor Visit - Year 1
On Monday 13th June Year 1 went on a trip to Waddesdon Manor and Eythrope
Gardens. When we arrived, we got off the coach and walked through the private
gardens. We talked about the life cycle of insects and read the story of The Hungry
Caterpillar. We walked through the beautiful gardens and saw lots of different fruit
and vegetables being grown. We saw Peter Rabbit’s coat and shoes hung up in the
garden which was guarded by Tibbs the cat. We got to smell the lovely roses and see
lots of cherries being grown. After that we got on the coach to Waddesdon Manor and
we sat on the grass to have a picnic lunch. Then we went around the back of the house
and into the woodland where we got to make some bug hotels. We talked about what
we made before we got back on the coach to come back to school. It was a hot and
sunny day but we had a great time. We were all exhausted by the end of the day.
By Year 1

Year 3 - Living Rainforest Trip
Year 3 visited the Living Rainforest on Thursday 19th May. We went on a tour to see
some animals that were in the rainforest, we saw many animals that have ways to
survive from a stick insect to a gigantic lizard. It was very hot and humid in the
greenhouse to show us how it would be in the rainforest. Many plants in the tour
didn’t need much water at all because they already had so much water from the rain
or they lived in a pond. My favourite part when I saw the tarantula’s way to survive,
which was inserting its poison and flicking hairs into its predator's eyes! Everybody
enjoyed the tour and had a great time!
By Kinan
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Ladies Breakfast
Before covid there was a Ladies Breakfast held in St Mary's, Princes Risborough, every
two months, on a Saturday from 9.00 - 10.30 am.
These have started again.
The dates for the next few meetings are September 3rd, November 5th and January
7th.
If any ladies would like to come they would be most welcome.
To book a place, or for further details, please contact Rose Williams 01844 274225
rosewilliamsgp@yahoo.co.uk or Hazel Williams 07786853464.

Things you do on holiday but never at any other time
Lend your key to a neighbour and spend half an hour explaining the knack of locking
the front door which entails pulling, turning, and pushing at the same time.
Worry about your hanging baskets and runner beans.
Worry about your cat.
Spend an hour looking for window lock keys which you have not seen since last year
and why aren’t they in THEIR SPECIAL PLACE?
Get up at 3am to drive to an airport.
Eat and sleep beside total strangers.
Climb on a bus without knowing quite where you are going, or where to get off.
Wear a swimming costume while shopping.
Miss having a proper cup of tea.
Buy postcards.
Eat chips with almost every meal.
Wonder if your cat is okay.
Have a pocketful of foreign coins which you try to spend on your last day.
Go to a quarry museum and try to convince yourself it is interesting as you never knew
there was so much to know about slate and that it comes in so many colours of grey.
Get on another bus and hope it is headed back to your hotel, whose name now
escapes you.

Social Media
You can keep up-to-date by following us on Facebook and
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Twitter

Monks Risborough Women’s Institute
We meet on the first Wednesday of each month at 1.45 pm in the Whitecross Hall.
Unusually this year, we are having a meeting on 3rd August, when Sheila Keatinge will
make a return visit. Her talk is ‘Japan Hokkaido’
On August 6th, we are taking a stand at the Monks Risborough Horticultural Show,
selling cakes, jams and some craft. We hope to see many of you there.
Our September Meeting is on the 7th and we will be informed and entertained by
Timothy Lee – Toastmaster, with the history, traditions and stories of the position of
Toastmaster.
We welcome visitors and look forward to seeing you. We ask that any visitors contact
a member beforehand to make sure we can welcome you. A contact number is 01844
346582.

Monks Risborough Horticultural Society
Future Meetings
Saturday 6th August:

The Annual Summer Show in Rangers Football Field,
Peters Lane. Activities include Exhibits in the Show
Marquee, Ellesborough Silver Band, Ferret Racing, Tea
Tent, Bar, Gourmet Burgers, Children’s activities, Ice
creams, 30+ stalls. See website for show entry forms.

Wednesday 21st Sept:

Talk by Edwin Rye titled “And so to Bed – getting the
garden ready for late Autumn & Winter”.
Venue - St. Dunstan’s Church Hall starting at 8.00 pm.

Contact Details:

Andrew Leach (Chairman) 07909 970204
andrewt.leach@btinternet.com
Irene Richards (Membership Secretary) 01844 273755
MRHSContact@gmail.com (replaces gensecmrhs@gmail.com)
Website: https://themrhs.wixsite.com/mrhs.

Church Flower Rota

Sunday Coffee Rota

Organisers:
Gwen Miles
01844 345230
Jenny Masterton-Smith 01844 273538
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Organisers:
Caroline Clay 01844 344591
Jo Wade
01844 346321

The Fifth Annual Chilterns Heritage Festival is taking place
from Saturday 17th September - Sunday 2nd October
The Chilterns contain numerous rich examples of our country’s heritage and the
annual Chilterns Heritage Festival aims to raise public awareness of our historic
sites and beautiful landscape.
2022 is our 5th year of the Festival, and there is so much to see - beautiful gardens,
historic houses, private tours, plus walks, talks and even music. Our venues are
spread right across the Chilterns, and our partner organisations are extremely keen
to welcome you.
Visit https://chilternsociety.org.uk/heritage-festival/ for more information.
Places at events are limited, so we advise booking quickly to avoid
disappointment!

Vale
Burner
Services Ltd
SERVICE &
BREAKDOWN REPAIR
FOR
OIL FIRED BOILERS
Back under original family management.
Providing the service WE would like to receive.

Tel:
01844 208444
www.valeburnerservices.co.uk

Local Hairdresser with 30yrs
experience offering:
Cuts
Blow dry
Shampoo & Set
Perming
Tinting
Foils
Crystal & Reiki Healing
Mobile or at my Home Salon
in Princes Risborough
Please contact Samantha
07843 257689

PRINCES PAVING
For all your garden landscaping needs from design to installation
Patios

Decking
Driveways
Fencing
Turfing
For a free of charge, no obligation quotation
Call 01844 275287 Evenings/Weekends
07776 137693 Daytime
A Local Family Business
32 Summerleys Road, Princes Risborough, Bucks., HP27 9DT
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Risborough Carers Ltd
Family Company, Est. 1992. Rated “Good” by CQC

Do you have some spare time to help people
in your community?
If so, we would like to welcome you to our team of

Home Care Assistants
We cover a variety of visits from Companionship calls, Hospital
Appointments as well as giving help and support with Personal Care
and Meal Preparation.
Excellent Rates of Pay & Full Training is provided

If you would like to know more, please contact Stephanie on

01844 212271 or e-mail:
Stephanie.Sandwell@risboroughcarers.org.uk
COMPUTER TROUBLE?

OSTEOPATHY

EVER FELT LIKE THROWING YOUR
COMPUTER OUT THE WINDOW? FED UP
WITH IT GOING SLOW? CRASHING OR
FREEZING? STRANGE MESSAGES POPPING
UP? OR WOULD YOU JUST LIKE TO UPGRADE
IT?
www.wendover-computers.co.uk

Robert Pettingell D.O.
Registered Osteopath

Using a computer can be frustrating at times, so why
not let me help. I am a qualified IT Technician and
can help with all your computer needs at very
competitive rates.

* Sports Injuries
* Neck and Back Problems
* Muscular and Joint Problems
* Headaches

Try our New Nano PC
Size is only 11.5 x 11 x 51.6mm
Dual Core Processor, 8 GB RAM 500gb Solid state hybrid or 256gb
Solid state drive. HDMI, USB 3.0 and Bluetooth included. Only £549.
Full setup and installation available.

Risborough Therapy Clinic
13 Duke Street
Princes Risborough
07786 536163 / 01494 529769

Quad Core Laptops, 8gb RAM, solid state fusion drive only £549.

www.wendover-computers.co.uk

Recognised by all major
health insurance companies

Call Pete on 0800 3118385 or 07881 555482
Email pete@wendover-computers.co.uk
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Crendon Beds And Furniture
Handmade luxury mattresses at CLEARANCE PRICES!
AMAZING VALUE Bedroom Furniture
Visit our Showrooms at

11-12 Meadow View, Long Crendon Industrial Park,
Long Crendon, Bucks. HP18 9EQ

Opening times: Monday - Thursday 9am to 5pm Fridays 9am to 3pm Weekends by appointment only!

Tel: 01844 358064

www.crendonbedsandfurniture.co.uk

Crendon Furniture Outlet THE OFFICIAL OUTLET FOR
HYPNOS EX SHOWROOM & EXHIBITION MODELS
Follow us on

and

and purchase online at

IF IT’S

FOOTWEAR
THEN IT’S

WAINWRIGHTS
HIGH STREET, PRINCES RISBOROUGH
01844 343580

MAXWELL ROAD, BEACONSFIELD
01494 673871
www.wainwrightshoes.com
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Graham’s Garage
Services
� Top quality vehicle
Carpet, Upholstery, Leather

�
�
�
�
�
�

Modern & Oriental Rugs
Curtains
Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring
Anti-Allergen Treatment
Specialist Stain Removal
Wood Floor Refinishing
Paul Brooker
35 Place Farm Way, Monks Risborough
Bucks HP27 9JJ

servicing & repairs
Quotations provided
Welding undertaken
MOT testing
Highly competitive rates
No hidden extras
Honesty & thoroughness
at all times
Crocketts Yard,
Aylesbury Road, Askett,
Buckinghamshire HP27 9L

T: 01844 346379 / 344735
M: 07866 376934 E: jjjp@uwclub.net

Telephone: 01844 344003

www.extremecleancouk.com

The Handyman you can trust!

MARTIN FELIX

If you wish to advertise
in the

Newsletter
contact June Timms

All interior & exterior projects considered
large or small.
If its reliability, quality and honesty
you are after look no further….

Tel: 01844 344966

References available on request.

Call 07976 278475
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If you use any of the services advertised,
please mention that you saw it in the Newsletter.

PRIVATE TUTORING

DELIVERED REMOTELY
Looking for extra tuition for your child?
Let Fantastic Home Learning help!
•
•
•
•
•

Bespoke, individual tuition
Extra English and Maths support
Online lessons for children continuing to shield
Preparations for 11+ exams
Regular lessons, ad-hoc sessions or intensive courses
Visit fantastichomelearning.com to enquire about
private tuition, delivered remotely via Zoom by a
qualified, experienced primary teacher
with a DBS certificate.

DISCLAIMER
The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of St Dunstan’s Church PCC under whose
auspices the Newsletter is issued, nor can any responsibility be accepted for the accuracy or content of any
article or advertisement published herein. By carrying an advertisement the PCC is not necessarily
endorsing the product or service advertised.
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Personal Service To Individuals
Sole Traders, Partnerships &
Small Companies
In All Aspects of
Tax & Accountancy

SPECIALISING IN HOME-MADE FOOD

www.youden.co.uk

MEMBER FIRM

JAMES YOUDEN & CO
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Old Stocks, Crowbrook Road
Monks Risborough
TEL 01844 342737

For further information about the Church,
services, and current notices
see our website

www.stdunstanschurch.com
A Member of the Risborough Team Ministry
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